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| ntroduction
History - The American Legion

In late January, 1919, as the first World War drew near to completion,
a group of officers met at Faubourg St. Honore in Paris France. All four were
combat line officers (at the battalion or regimental level);

Lt. COL. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (son of our
26" US President), from the 18 Division,

Lt. COL. George White,
general HQ of the AEF in
France,

Lt. COL. William Donovan,
part of New York’'s
“Fighting 69", and

Lt Colond Donovan
Major Eric Fisher Wood,
of the 88" Division.

With a lead role taken by Roosevelt, these four men Lt Colondl Roosevelt

conceived the idea of a veteran’s organization, similar to the Grand Army of
the Republic that had thrived after the conclusion of the Civil War. With a
potential membership pool of over two million servicemen from the war, most
of whom had been unfamiliar with Europe in any but the vaguest of ways, the
organization would be a tremendous opportunity for fellowship as servicemen
started returning home. Several names were considered, including “Liberty
League”, “Legion of Honor”, and “American Crusaders’.

General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing - head of the AEF - was initially
opposed to theidea, but as it’s popularity grew in the ranks of the officers and

Page -2-



enlisted men he agreed to give the subject a
chance. An organizational meeting was set at the
Inter-Allied Officers Club in Paris for the 15" to :
17" of March in 1919. This event, which came to i

be known as the “Paris Caucus’, is considered the (s
official beginning of the organization.

The Paris Caucus, consisting of
approximately 1,000 officers and enlisted men,
adopted a temporary constitution, and chose The S
American Legion as the name of the organization. §&
It also elected an executive committee to complete R
the work of establishing The American Legion. Generd Pershing
The executive committee named a subcommittee to organize veterans at home
in the US. A boost was given to the Paris Caucus when President Woodrow
Wilson arrived in France to participate in the peace
treaty conference at Versailles; Wilson would also
give his endor sement to The American Legion when
they held their next organizational meeting.

This second caucus was held in St. Louis,
Missouri during May of 1919. There, the American
L egion constitution was completed and a temporary
draft was submitted to the membership. Included in
the Legion’s mission were relief, employment, and
Y Americanism programs.

— Congress granted the Legion a national
charter on September 16, 1919 and the first national
convention was held in Minneapolis Nov 10" - 12*
of that year. In Minneapolis The American Legion
adopted a permanent constitution and elected officers to head the organization.
The charter was amended in 1942 to admit World War |l veterans and

again in 1950 to include veterans of the Korean War. Later it included soldiers

President Woodrow Wi Ison
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who had served in conflicts in Lebanon/Grenada, Panama, Persan Gulf and
has been open since August 2, 1990 until congress closes the dates.

The Legion’s major concern has always been the veterans. It played an
important role in the creation of the US Veterans Administration and the
enactment of the Gl Bill of Rights for World War Il and Korean Veterans.
Also important has been the community, youth, and Americanism.

The American Legion temporary national headquarters, set after the St
Louis Caucus, was located in New York City, but delegates to the first
convention chose Indianapolis over Washington DC as the per manent home for
the national organization in a close (361-323) vote.

The Legion does, however, still keep an office in Washington DC, just
three blocks from the White House, to support frequent visits to the seat of
government by the National Commander. Also located here are offices of an
executive director, and operations for Legislative, Economics, National
Security, Foreign Relations, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, and Media
Relations.

The American Legion’s national [
headquarters is located at 700 N Pennsylvania $t, ;
in Indianapolis, Indiana and is part of a ") " -
development known as the Indiana VVar e s
Memorial Plaza.

o agiE

NationHQ - American Legion
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History - South Dakota ,
Department of The American Legion

The South Dakota Department of The American Legion was organized
simultaneously with the national organization. South Dakota Adjutant General
William A. Morris named Theodore R. Johnson of Sioux Falls to select a
committee of representative ex-service men to attend the first caucus in St
L ouis, Missouri, May 8-10, 1919.

After the first national caucus, a temporary South Dakota organization
was formed at Vermillion on May 15, 1919 with Theodore R. Johnson as
chairman. The first state convention was held in Sioux Falls on July 14 and
15, 1919. Myron L. Shade of Mitchell was elected the first Department
Commander. Forty-eight posts had been organized by convention time.

The South Dakota Department now consists of about 260 posts with
about 26,000 members.

One of the American Legion programs with South Dakota roots is
American Legion baseball, now a
nationwide program. It was
conceived at the state convention
at Milbank in 1925. Frank Sieh
of Aberdeen originated the idea.
A granite monument at Milbank S
commemor ates the formation of
L egion Baseball there.

The South Dakota
American Legion Department
Headquarters is located in the
Codington County courthouse in Codington County Curtho-omeof the South
Watertown. The South Dakota pakota Department of The American Legion.
Legion contributed to the




construction cost of that courthouse and thus was granted rent-free space in
the courthouse for thelife of the building.
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History - Aberdeen SD &
Sidney L Smith, Post #24

Like most towns in the great plains, Aberdeen was started as a railroad
town. Charles H Prior, the town site agent for the Chicago, Milwaukee, and
St Paul railroad filed the first papers at the land office in Watertown, part of
the Dakota Territory, for a town to be located at the spot where his employer's
rail line was expected to intersect the Chicago Northwestern's proposed line.
Alexander Mitchell, president of the Chicago, Milwaukee, & St Paul, named
the town-to-be Aberdeen, after his own hometown in Scotland. The first plat
of land was deeded on the 3rd of January, 1881 and the first train arrived July
6th with the post office established that August. In 1885, Aberdeen was named
the Seat of Brown County.

The railroad continued to play a large role in the growth of Aberdeen,
after the initial two lines met in 1881, seven more were added so that by 1906
nine sets of tracks lead into what would become known as the Hub City; four
lines for the Chicago, Milwaukee, & St Paul, two lines for the Chicago
Northwestern, one line for the Great Northern, and two lines for the
Minneapolis & St Louis.

The convergence of rail lines made Aberdeen a natural stopping point for
military troop trains, starting when South Dakota’'s First Infantry Regiment
was welcomed home here by President McKinely in October of 1899 after
returning from duty under General McArthur in the Philippines during the
Spanish American War. The rail lines also played a vital role in delivering
recruits to the US Army in both World Wars, and when the USO and Red
Cross built a canteen in the Milwaukee Rail depot in 1943, they couldn't have
known that it would become one of Aberdeen's most memor able locations.

From it's opening on the 14th of Aug until just before Christmas, the
canteen provided over 150,000 free meals to troops passing through the station;
aremarkable endeavor, but thereal history was still to come.
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Local farmers, still eager to
contribute to the canteen despite
being well past the harvest season,
donated pheasants from recent hunts
to the canteen and started a trend that
would lead tothecanteen becomingunaffidally
renamed the "Pheasant Canteen".
With an average of over 500 soldiers
per day traveling through the depot,
the Pheasant Canteen continued to
give a free meal to every serviceman,
highlighted by the now famous
pheasant sandwiches. Any soldier
arriving at the depot on their birthday would also receive a special cake, and
there was a decorated tree each Christmas and colored eggs each Eader.
When the Pheasant Canteen closed on the 31st of March, 1946, between
510,000 and 600,000 servicemen had been feed, all at no cost to themselves or
the military. Every meal was donated by the residents of Aberdeen and 40
other townswithin a 75 mileradius.

Of course, support for the serviceman was nothing new to the Aberdeen

. ' It- . . 8

Recreation of the Pheasant Cant at Dakota
Prairie Museum

The VFW had formed a presence here as early as 1903 (fourth oldest
continuously active post), and The American Legion followed 1919 when the
call first went out to constitute posts. By 1921 the American Legion was
running their own veterans employment program in the city, and had a
theatrical troupe that performed annual plays at the local theater, along with
a post band.

The post chose the name of Sidney L Smith, in honor of Private First
Class Smith who was killed in action while serving as a dispatch runner in
Soissons France, July 20" 1918 as part of Co. L, 18th U.S. Infantry, 1st Div.

While born in Canton, Il (1896) and having gone to military school in
Roswell, NM, Sidney L Smith had moved to Aberdeen in 1915 and had joined
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the military as part of the South
Dakota national guard. He was
stationed at Camp Pontis in
Mobridge, SD when he
transferred to the 148th Machine
Gun Battalion. He later
transferred again to the 1
Infantry Division, 18" Brigade,
Company L where he saw action
at the Battle of Cantigny, and was
in the trenches for 70 days at
Montdidier, France. In Fosh’'s big
drive, Smith’s company took part
in the battle of Chateau-Thierry,
and then Sessions, where he was
listed as missing in action for 9
months before Congressman
Royal C. Johnson assisted the Red
Cross efforts to determine his

Sidney Laurence Smith

fate. Smith’s status was changed from MIA and a telegram was sent to his
family from the adjutant general’s office at Washington, DC, it reads as

follows:

"Pvt. Sidney L. Smith, Infantry previously reported
severely wounded in action between July 18 and July 24,
now reported Killed in action July 20." [1918]
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion

For God and Country, we associate ourselves
together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America:

to maintain law and order;

to foster and perpetuate a one hundred
percent Americanism;

to preserve the memories and incidents of our
associations in the Great Wars;

to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to
the community, state and nation;

to combat the autocracy of both the classes
and the masses;

to make right the master of might;
to promote peace and good will on earth;

to safeguard and transmit to Posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy;

to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship
by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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The Year that was 2000

by Charles b. strom, Distorian
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Chapter One: Roster of Post Officers

2006 Post Commander - Al Sebert

Firs Vice Commander - Sam Olson
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Second Vice Commander - Steve Nemmers

Chaplain - Greg Vande Kamp
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Adjutant - Gene Schumacher

Finance - Rich Kezar
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Assgtant Sergeant &t Arms - Sid Beckler
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Higorian - Dale Strom

Savice - Tom Gohn
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Chapter Two: Post Committee Chairs

Americanism - Dde Strom

Athletics - Tom Perrizo
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Employment - Garry Warne

Children and Y outh - Paula Beckler

Page -23-



Chapter Three: Post Chronicle

Commander Al Sebert and the 2006 officers for post #24
started their term on the 17" of April, when they were duly
elected by the members of the Sidney L Smith post,
convened in regular session at the VFW building, 821 Circle
Drive, Aberdeen, SD. The complete dlate of officers, are as

follows:
2006 Post Officers
Commander ..............ccovvvnn... Al Sebert
PVice ..o Sam Olson
AR Y/ T - S Steve Nemmers
Fnance ........... ... ... ... Rich Kezar
Cheplin ..................... Greg Vande Kamp
Sergeant @AMS ... Curt Miditz
ASE SOI@AIMS « .o Sid Beckler
Higorian ......................... Dde Strom
Employment . ...l Gary Warne
Athldic .......................... Tom Perrizo
AmMEicanism - .. vo v Dae Strom
Savice ... Tom Gohn
Childrenand Youth .. .............. Paula Beckler
Adjutant* ............ ... ... Gene Schumacher

* Adjutant Schumacher was appointed by the commander and
approved by the floor in the May regular meeting.

In a shift from recent years, the election process for the
2006 post officers featured several nominations off the floor;
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Commander: A floor nomination for Al Sebert started of the election
process and pitted him against nominations committee candidate
Dick Adams. In aclose vote, Sebert edged out the win.

First Vice: Another floor nomination ran Sam Olsen against committee
candidate Paula Beckler, and another hand vote was taken, with
Olsen getting the nod.

Second Vice: Committee choice Steve Nemers ran unopposed and was
selected by unanimous ballot.

Finance Officer: Committee choice Rich Kezar ran unopposed and was
selected by unanimous ballot.

Service Officer: Committee choice Greg Vande Kamp was opposed by
afloor nomination for Tom Gohin, who won the ellection.

Sergeant at Arms. Committee choice Curt Midlitz ran unopposed and
was selected by unanimous ballot.

Assistant Sgt at Arms. Committee choice Sid Beckler ran unopposed
and was selected by unanimous ballot.

Chaplain: Committee choice Greg Vande Kamp ran unopposed and was
selected by unanimous ballot.

Historian: Committee choice Dale Strom ran unopposed and was
selected by unanimous ballot.

Employment Committee Chair: Committee choice Gary Warne ran
unopposed and was selected by unanimous ballot.

Athletic Committee Chair: Committee choice Tom Perrizo ran
unopposed and was selected by unanimous ballot.

Americanism Committee Chair: Committee choice Al Sebert withdrew

after being elected commander, a floor nomination for Dae
Strom resulted in a unanimous ballot.
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Children & Youth Chair: A floor nomination for Paula Beckler
resulted in a unanimous ballot.
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Even with a relatively minor turnover in the officer ranks,
the “old guard” were still important to getting ready for the start
of the new legion year as May is always one of the busiest
months for the post.

May 7" was the local
orientation for the students
M selected to attend Boys State from
dl three Aberdeen schools. This
B Was only the second year that the
post has conducted the optional
session, but it was well attended
with eleven of the sixteen selectees

Sunshine scribes from 2005 Boys State
were on hand for the 2006 attendees to
view at the orientation. participating.

Taylor Ford, a 2005 Boys
State participant, spoke on his
experiences and added to the
information provided by
Americanism officer Strom. Only
one parent (Gary Marx) was
present this year, but he was glad
that the session was held, and said

he'd found it informative and 2005 Boys State attendee Tyler Ford
hel pful speaks at orientation
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A few days after
orientation, on Tuesday May 9™,
was the presentation of§
citizenship medals to two
students from Aberdeen Central
High School, Shana Conklin Awardstable at Aberdeen Central
and Taylor Ford, aong with High's 2006 awards night
recognition of the twelve Central High selectees for Boys State
in 2006, Eric Aas, Sean Crawford, Andrew Hanson, Matthew
Itterman, Steven Jacobson, Jamie Link, Trevor Lundberg,
Andrew Mach (journalism city), Nathan Marx, Sam Merkel, Lee
Pederson, and Spencer Werth.

Americanism officer Strom presented both sets of awards
on behalf of the post.
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One week latter, Tuesday the
16", the same awards were
presented for Aberdeen Roncalli |
students. Chaplain Vande Kamp |
awarded the two citizenship
medals to Susan Soebner and
Adam Bledsoe. Americanism _ _
officer Strom presentediggpég\gnd;ﬁ?gx;‘i;he
certificates to the three Boys State award winners
attendees from RHS in 2006; Tony Bock, Sean Solberg, and
Jordan Weber.

Americanism Officer Strom presenting
Boys State certificatesat RHS
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Between the two high school
awards nights was the first weekend
of horse racing for the 2006 season.
Second Vice, and activities
charman, Steve Nemmers had 3
started caling up volunteers a few tEiglklétargl:;rr;[ fssstﬂglfi?z
days after taking office, and had day of racesin 2006
fourteen members ready for the first two days of the event.

W .

Larry Nupen, Al Sebert, and Vern Bunsnessin the club house at the horse races
opening weekend.

The Post’s role once again
= was to sell beer concessions and
= programs under the grandstand,
and beer, pop, and programs in
the clubhouse. This standing

“arrangement with the NAHRA

= el L

Ed Lambert, Vern Bunsness, Kenny

Stuart, Gene Schumacher, and Steve

Nemmers (left to right) at the Program

booth for horse races. Page -30-



(Northeast Area Horse Racing Association), along with the sale
of advertising for the programs, is one of the posts three major
fund raisers each year. Itis
somewhat labor intensive
(averaging amost 600 man
hours, including the sale of
ads), but most of the time is
spent just talking with the
customers, sharing stories,
and “mantaining quality
The *paycheck” for volunteers at the control” of the product. Itis
horse races aso one of the very few
jobs where the Post members can claim they literally work for
peanuts, asthe NAHRA once again provided athirty-five pound
box of sated-in-the-shell peanuts for
both the grandstand and clubhouse == "= &
volunteers to snack on while they FESS= . |
worked. '
The weather was as cool as@m=
we' ve come to expect for horse racing
that first weekend, but at least the
rains held off this year and a full sate | 5
of nine races were run each day. Ken Stuart prepares to work the
After a week of high 70's and ticket box before the races on the

] second weekend. Also shown is
clear skies, the race workers were gq | ambert.
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looking forward to a brisk second
weekend, only to have it cloud
over mere hours before the first
race. With temps down in the
upper forties and steady winds, the
crowds were much lower then
anticipated both days. Still the
crews were there both days, ready Tom Perrizo, Gene Schumacher, and
for what business did comein. Glen Miller insert the tip sheetsinto
the program books prior to thefirst
The last weekend, was, as it race.
aways seems to be, the busiest.
Sandwiched between the work done on the Memorial Day
program, and with
many of the post’s
members taking part
in that important
program during the
morning of the last
day of the races, it
never fails this
weekend is also the

{ most crowded at the
Americanism Officer Strom and Commander | h
Sebert retire the American Flag after one of the racesaswell. When

days at horseraces. al was sad and
done after the weekend, however, the fund raiser was a success
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once again.

As an added bonus, a “tip jar” set up under the grandstand
pulled in an extra $84 during the event, and the workers agreed
that the best use for it was as a donation to the VA clinic in
Aberdeen. Asthey do not take cash donations, the money was
used to purchase coffee, juice boxes, crackers, and cookies for
the waiting room. Two separate sets of these items were

Second Vice Steve Nemmers and Commander Al Sebert present a box of
snack foodsto Leonard Severson, director of the Community Based
Outreach Clinic of the VA in Aberdeen. The snackswerethefirst of two
donations purchased with tips collected by workers at the horse races.
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2006 MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM

Sumset Memorial Gurdens
Maondoy, May 29, 206 « J000G AM

MASTER OF CEREMONILES ...t e ses vmemeeses - - Richurd Kesar
ADVANCE QR QOLORS . .....c.comeiinmimimimmarinsninsimasninies Eldm!} I :ﬁmnh F‘I:Hl Nn- "‘4 -!'.rntm.,an Lr:gu:ln Calor Guard
STAR SPANGLED BANNER . R A R - Donma Misslitz
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE .. v, * Llrl Sn:wls of Ih: USA Troop #168
INVOCATION ., Lt I"wn-r Rlchard thdcl - E"Iwituuulll Congregation United Church of Chrast
GENERAL I.{KJAN '7| ‘r'IEMUﬂ.IAL UJ‘\'I' GRDER Iﬂ‘F MAY 3. 1368, bl sarsiimiami i e 00 SITOM
RECOGNITION OF FORMER POW'S Syd Mortenson. Wallmam (Ball ) Fl’} H‘u.lwnl Caraniipre . Richand Kezar
RECOGNITION OF GOLD STAR MOTHERS _ 8 P i e i e i i T I
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER FOR ALL FU‘I\" b.&"iD MIAS

INTRODUCTION OF CGUESTS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Tristmict 14 Commmander of The Americun | egion i i i v eaeresms e LMD HEpel
Dristrict 14 President of The Amencan Legion Auxiliary ............. TR R i s e i s mrpssonnsesmra B e ROTT:
Commandes of The Amencan Legion Sidocy L. Smith Post No "4 (s S ettty b it e o b I SR
President of The American Legion Ausiliary . i A e e i e b e e s s VTN BRI R
Commanser of C.C. Croal Veterans of h:un:ugu 'wan Fmil Nn I? AT e L Al Waliman
State Dept. Chuplin of Veteran of Foresgn War Ausiliary i i di@ne Higkenbotham
Dristrict #6 Yetersns of Foregn Wors Auxilinry Prestdent ... i My Picte
Prosident of C.C. Croal Veierans of Foreign Wars AURIHAIY ... ooorororisss mrsesss sssisrssmas stesssmstnssss sessns oo ST BERRE CrilTiths
TR S DR O M ICERIEEE . e v s s e i 4 L G B LB T R R i L SR DT
Uommander of The Pesahlod A mercan Vederans. et rrra s st ey prtmets s sapm epsasyareie ot o0k TR DchsneT
President of The Eagles Auxilivry No, 633, v e e e e T T e T
Dakota State Madam President of PG .o cocommmsinmmmmsisisi vivmsism e s s s d@unn Misslie
el de Oare 0 e 8 Lawale Mo, 148 s rrme e et s e e e e e ssssmserar S AT CH BT
Cabume No. 1#h .. .. I ! m . AP oo Minrcella Lepp
Cord Scnwts of the LISA lmnp #imi ErreTrTn George Toupal
Swoux Council Boy ";c‘ﬁm'!*:ufﬂlln_llr.u'rw-.rpl‘ﬁ! A S S S e c — «Alken Olsen
G ik O TR i s i i e e e it i i i B e e Am [,‘lcgm Honor Cisand
Intcrpreter for the Deal L S LA P LRSS R0 SSND D R Nancy Schiichenmayer
ADPDRESS (0F THE DA":" - s« MAYOR MIKE LEVSEN
Putrisdic Medbey urmmm I!iggu Th.m ‘ﬁ'u.l .i I H -||le Hym-ln ul" rl-.r, Rypd:llu’

= America The Beautiful - God Bless America ... R i e e s e Tl ity
ROLL CALL OF THE DEAD: Reud by Richard I\:'?lr

Wardd War | — 11 dead: World War 2 — 3449 dead; Korcan War — |56 dead: Vietnam War — 34 dead,

Peacetime — 30 dead; Desent Storm - 4 dead; frag 2.
Tistal of HOS deceased Yeterans buried in Sunset Moemoraal Gardens
SALUTE - AMERICAN LEGION FIRING SOUAL
AP i LIANEPERIE R ) it John Melson
BRI o= siwsssm e i i s Pahmr P.h |'urd Rieded F]-.mnuth Cnn,gregulmn United I:Z‘Iun.h of Christ
TR R L T Y S S — oSidney L. Smith Post No. 24 AMERICAN Legion Color Guard

Complimentary BEQ and Chips will be served in the Mausoleum Building after the program.
Please bring vour lawn chairs.

FROGR AM SPONSORED BY
The American Fogion Sldney L. Smith Post Mo, 24
The Veterans of Forcign Wars, U, Croal Past Ne, 17
L casc of moloment weather, the program will be held at the Yetorans of Forcign Wars
B21 Circle Dr,
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As mentioned above, the last weekend of horse racesis also
Memorial Day weekend, so Post 24 was busy with other
activities throughout the days surrounding it.

The Wednesday prior to Memorial Day the post, along with
volunteers from a local Cub
Scout group, went out tof
Riverside Cemetery and
marked the graves of}
servicemen with miniature
American Flags. Inall, 1123 of
our comrades in arms are
interred between Riverside e Wbl o
North, and Riverside SOUth. s atesc sic members n Rive s

The flags were left until Cemetery
the Thursday after Memorial Day, when Legion members went
out to collect them and store them again for the next year.

Riverside Cemetery is also thefirst site visited for Memorial
Day ceremonies, with a
group gathered at 8:00
Monday morning at the
Grand Army of the Republic
FMemorial. After Chaplain
& Vande Kamp's invocation,

Monument to the Grand Army of the
Republic at Riverside Cemetery
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Auxiliary president Jakie Ohmland and
Commander Sebert at the Grand Army
of the Republic monument.

the roll call of each era was rea

d by Commander Sebert, and wreaths " e ¥
were presented by area organizations &
(VFW Auxiliary, American Legion 48
Auxiliary, Eagles Auxiliary, Girl Scout s

troop #168, and Boy Scout troop #51).
The Sidney L Smith color guard then
rendered the 21 gun salute, and John
Nelson played Taps.

Roll Cal, prayers, the salute, and & v

Taps were also held a St Mary’'s
Cemetery (8:45) and Sacred Heart

(9:15), with Al Waltman, commander of §

the VFW in Aberdeen, asthe MC. John
Nelson and the Post Color Guard
performed at all three services.
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Sidney L Smith firing squad
(color guard) at Riverside South
for the first program of
Memorial Day, 2006



Color Guard marching Colors during
opening ceremonies

B ; .:. :
Color Guard preparing for the main
program at Sunset Memorial

Gary Warne (flag) and Larry Nupen
(rifle) posting the Colors during the
opening ceremonies at Sunset
Memorial

- | PR
Nancy Schlichenmayer (interpreter
for the hearing disabled) and Rich
Kezar (Master of Ceremonies and
officer in Post #24) welcome guests
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Girl Scout Troop 168 leading the
Pledge of Allegiance



Then it was on to Sunset
Memorial Gardens for the main
2 Memorial Day program. Along with
e the full opening ceremony (advance of
S (he Colors, national anthem, pledge of
allegiance, and invocation), the reading

There was a nice crowd present for of General Logan's orders, and the

the main program held at Sunset recognition of special guests, this
Memorial

program included the official roll call
of service members from each era,
Taps, and the 21 gun salute, as well as
& o musicc, a moment of slence for
M POWS/MIAs, and keynote speaker,
: - before the closing ceremony (Taps,
= e 18 benediction, and retiring of the
VFW Auxiliary prepares to place Colors). The keynote speaker was
their wreath at the podium. Aberdeen Mayor, Mike Levson. The
. Firing Squad for Memoria Day
E®" Cconsisted of:

Commander - Gordon Campbell

American Flag - Gary Warne

Legion Flag - Curt Midlitz

VFW Flag - Elton Herman

SD Fag/rifle - Vern Bunsness

Rifles - Paula Bekler, Ed Lambert, Larry
Nupen, Larry Schaunaman, Ken
Stuart, and Greg Vande Kamp.

Knights of Colubus, 4 Degr
Honor Guard, approach to make
their presentation.
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.4’# L4

Keynote speaker, Mayer Mike Lev of Abdeen, at the podium
with Nancy Schlichenmayer (signing for the hearing impaired)
giving his address

\ _-""’.-.'9
Nk I

L
, =
7

Jout (% T
il i’ ?‘;-'ru‘*-"
- -ﬁ.

F

‘“'t"

e

L]

*







Memorial Day is aso the
first day of Boys State in
~ South Dakota  This event,

high school boys (between
“their Junior and Senior years)
from across the date and
- provides them an intense week
- of study in the field of civics
% and government.

%t The Post's direct role in
 this event was fulfilled when
our list of attending students

-------

- o O i B i 5 1 i
- N - CE LA | & .
1 R b i - 1 ol
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Clipping from Aberdeen American News (May 28" 2006, page 1B and 4B)
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was submitted to Department
Headquarters and the local
orientation was held (see page 25),
but post adjutant Gene Schumacher,
who is aso the registrar of Boys
State, was on hand as the boys
started arriving.

Thursday is Legionnaire Day at
Boys State, where members from
across the state are invited to attend
and witness the activities that go on
at this important event, which the
Department of South Dakota has
sponsored for 65 years. It is aways
a good day as those members who
attend get to interact with some of |
the best and brightest of the State's
youth, and see first hand how great
this program redlly is.

In 2006, Legionnaire Day took -egionnairesfrom acrossthe

state attended “ Blue Cap” day
on added dgnificance as it alSO at Boys State, which was
featured a visit by National L‘:g{i"c:g;tecdotr’g’ rsa‘;:j;WT“hhomas
Commander Thomas Bock, who Bock
paid visits to local posts while in

Aberdeen, and also spoke with the Boys Staters while here.
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Larry Nupen and
Commander Sebert listen to
National Commander
Bock’s

presentation to Legion
membersduring hisvigt to
Aberdeen

State Commander Phil
Anderson and National
Commander Bock both
addressed Legionnaires
during the National
Commander’s visit.

3 /
Gene Schumacher (left) and
Larry Nupen (right) of Post
#24 speak with the national
commander during hisvist
to Aberdeen.

Boys State speaker lauds war on terrorism

Clipping from Aberdeen American News June 2 2006, page 1A (c':b'ntinuat'ion on page

10A from the AAN is attached to next page)
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American News Photo by Jofw Davir
Discussing the Issmes: American Legion National Commander
Thomas Bock, center, talks to area Legion members during
his wisit to Boys State on Thursday in Aberdeen. Issues
affecting veterans — including a recent data theft and
health care — were among the topics he discussed,



Legion: South Dakota
41st state on big tour

Cantinued frome Foge 1A
trapped into becoming the
n:ggnal commander.

“1 npever dreamed of
being national commnander,
bt it kind of evolved as dif-

[erent o nities arose.
Whata thrill,” he said.
South Dakota marks

Bock's 4lst state on his
nationwide tour, and his
visit coincides with Boys
State festivities this week
Boys State allows high
sehool students to dabble in
government campaign prac-
tices on a local and national
level, The program, which
takes place in states all
across the country, i8 spon-
sored by the American
Legion. In addition to a lun-
cheon with legionnaires,
Bock deseribed his experi-
ences g a national com-
mander to Boys Staters on
Thursday night at the
Johnsom Fine Arts Centor.
Praise for Boys State: Before
qusuming his current posi-
tion, Bock was heavily
imvolved in Bows State in
iz home state of Colorado.
He deseribed the pragram
az a workshop giving
youngsters an opportunily
to creale one cntirely new
government from scratch,

“It's an experience of cre-
ating . .. an unthreatening
experiment where students
learn by trial and error —
what a great environment,”
he said. Later at the lum-
cheon, he told Legion merm-
bers, “You're touching
young men's lives; you're
changing them forever. It
makes me proud to be as50-
clated with an organizafion
that touches Foung men's
lives.”

Throughout his luncheon
speech, showed sev-
eral angles of his personali-
ty. Sometimes he cracked
jokes; other times he
appeared apitated about
godety's treatment of veler-
ane, As a defender of the
largest warkime wveterans'
orpanization, which boasts
2.7 millien men and wom-
en, Bock said he works to

fmplement policies, nol set
them.

Data theft; Recent major
developments in veteran
affairs includes’ the theft of
data files containing infor-
mation on 26,5 million vet-
erang. This incident has
ensured the American
Legion works as a waich-
dog and advocate for
welorans” rights, Dock said.
Tle expressed confidence in
the sceretary of Yeterans
Affairs, the VA inspector
general and the FEL's abili-
ties to secure the lust
information.

Buck is also working to
develop funding for a heallh
care system for velcrans
through the Department of
Veterans Affairs,

“We want to make the

VA a Medicare provider.”
Bock said. "We have the
world's largest health care
system and they don’t know
how much funding they
have next year . ., the bud-
et and war is costing the
country a lot of money
funding wvelerans i an
extended cust of funding
the war.”
Flag berning: The American
Tegion hopes to pass 8 con
stitwtirmal amendment mak-
ing it Mepal to burn the
American ﬁag — an act.of
desecration amd disrespect,
Bock =aid, Efforts to make
that change have been 17
years in the making, and
Bock believes the amend-
ment is close to passing,
Powele said.

Maurice Reiner, the
direcior of Bove State, said
Bock’s wvisik to WNSU has
made it a “very special
vear,” That is becausc the
national commander's busy
sechedule usually cuts into
{ime allotted for guest
appeuarances, he said,

wyvou can tell he has
enthusiasm for the pro-
gram,” said Reiner, refer-
ring tn Bock's past work at
Bovs State In Colurado.

Later, he added, “To
have him wisiting us is spe-
cial and exciting.”

National Commander Bock

Speaks to 2006 Boys State
assembly

Commander Bock Joined the
audience in holding hands

Clipping from Aber deen American News (June 2",
2(_)06) page 10A -continuation of article shown in
clipping on page 42 of scrapbook
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National Commander Bock
speakswith Aberdeen Boys
Stater Sean Crawford

COVERNGR SPEARS AT BOVE STATE

+ u'l""-" o b, 1-n-\.-u.|.-m i
e T e Py e

Clipping from Aberdeen American News
(June 3, 2006) page 1A

(L eft toright) Greg Vande Kamp,
National Commander Bock, Post
Commander Sebert, and
Aberdeen Boys Stater Sean
Crawford

Boys State offices, Aberdeen
attendees

Tony Bock: State Representative

Sean Crawford: Federdist Party Chairman,
Federdist Party Keynote Speaker, State
Senator, City Mayor

Matthew | tteman: PUC

JamieLink: State Senator

Trever Lundberg: State Representative

Sam Merkel: Governor, State Representative,
County Treasurer, City Mayor

L ee Pederson: State Representative, city
Alderman

Sean Solberg: City Alderman

Jordan Weber: State Representative

Spencer Werth: State Senator, city Alderman
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Clipping from Aberdeen American News(June 2"%, 2006) page 2B
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Legion Basebal AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
was also getting into
full swing as June
began, with the
Aberdeen Smittys

winning ther first oy
game of the year the FEUTREEmHAL L RS 1w e e

same night as Smittys collect 23 hits
Commander Bock | split with Fa.rgo P0$t2

was giving his Abedeen takes nighteap
. ~ afier losing in extra innings
presentation to BOYS ' s e el
o e, TR
State. They actually T?ﬁ?xwh Err R
. . Tm&asrwb!h-mﬂald!a o
won their first two = = =

games that night, Tt

T t

win

T was
the

vaa)l ng M I I bar]k In . i SUlig ,‘_1. I' . .._

a double header at it sty

Fossum Field. With Eﬂ“&%}%ﬂ _ i
Eﬂﬂ.lﬂ‘l- :t- m {'"-ﬁ,.m .HI.'I‘II.‘.:-:—:'I a ﬁm&hﬁ% |

16 boys on the team O T T B m’féﬁg

Y D TR
Aberdeen American News (June 7", 2006) page 1D

again in 2006, Legion
Baseball remains one
of the great programs of our organization, providing guidance
for our youth, as well as good PR for The American Legion and
keeping our name out in the public eye.

The Aberdeen Smittys finished the season with a record of
45-17, and took second place in the state tournament.
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June is also time for the Department
Convention, and delegates from Post 24
packed up to head down to Brookings -
to take part in the meetings there.
Resolutions were considered, and the .
course of the South Dakota Department | SOUTH [ ]
of The American Legion through the last ,.;-rf Y
year and into the future was discussed. DAI:BTJ S
Delegates from Post #24 attending the T, 2™ Aber deen ion,s

2007 Department Convention were; 2006 Law Enforcement
Paula Beckler Officer of the year receives

_ the same award from the
Sid Beckler Department of South

Ed Lambert Dakota at the 2007
Convention in Brookings.

Larry Nupen

Tom Perrizo

Gene Schumacher

Dale Strom

Gary Warne

~EE L

Also attending the convention
from Aberdeen was our Law
Enforcement Officer of the year,
Daryl Van Dover, who was -
chosen for the same honor at the Five of Post #24 delegates (left to right)

Gary Warne, Gene Schumacher, Ed

Department level. Lambert, Sid Beckler (back turned),
and Tom Perrizo converse in the hall

during the convention.
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: I'ﬁ,'-t:l'-::_ L’
SD Senator John Thune was not
able to address the convention in
general session, so he spoke with
delegates the day before the first
session convened.

Three of Post #24's delegates
listened to Senator Thune

Peage -

DAKOTA ;. 2
Senator Tim Johnson was one
of many speakers who
addressed the assembly
during the Department
Convention

L B
Representative Stephanie
Herseth was also present to
address the convention



In addition to the normal
committees, banquets, and generd
sessions of the convention, Post
{ delegates also participated in the
“Legion Olympics’, a fund raiser for
Gary Warne presents his Special Olympics that was organized
report on employment to ”‘r‘? by Department Children and Youth

Department  Convention | _
Brookings. chairwoman Sam Vaughn.

SOUTH _a= o
- Post #24 team in the “Legion
J JAxon | Olympics, (left to right) Paula

Beckler, Tom Perrizo, Dale
Strom, Gary Warne, Larry

Nupen

Paula Beckler
speaks with other
delegates and
DSO Warren Aas
between sessions
at the Convention

Gene Schumacher also took
part in the olympics, as a

Page -53- member of the
Department’s team, and
won a medal.



The 2006 Centra Plains Regional
American Legion baseball tournament,
came to Aberdeen in August. The team
from Lawrence Kansas defeated South
Dakota' s own Rapid City, Post #22, team

. &
fl.r;‘- “]"4 ,Hﬂ

Bases loaded with volunteers

Many people donate time, talent to help
with Central Plains Regional Towrnament

daye ol rom work, m"ﬂ.ﬁ " St
w1 P T T Bl GV o e S TOURMR, P 74
Clipping from Aberdeen American News, Aug 11", 2006, page 1A
Tourney: Nearly 100 parents give
their time during Smittys Sason o1 the right to advance to the
S i S EUES American Legion World Series
ELESEE in Cedar Rapids, lowa.
Post #22 kept the series
tight and forced a final game,

but dropped that one 10 runs
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A few members of Post #24 traveled to the Department
Commander’'s Homecoming in Virgil, SD on the 19" of August.
Those attending were Ed Lambert, Larry Nupen, Gene
Schumacher, Dale Strom, and
Greg Vande Kamp.

GregVande Kamp (back tocamera) and Larry
Nupen (3" from|eft facing camer a) spoke with
other Legionnaires at the Commander’s
homecoming

Gene Schumacher and Ed Lambert aI the
homecomming
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With the first Monday in
September came the return of
Monster Burgers. A great fund
raiser and aso a good PR
program, Monster Burger
Mondays draw a large crowd
every week. With an average

attendance of cose to 250 Gene Schumacher, Al Sebert, Tom
Perrizo, and Vern Bunsness were

people, the Legion Monster part of the crew that made Monster
Burger is a crowd pleaser and q Burgerssuccessul.

great source of income for the ¥*—"4"
post. Of course, that income
comes with a large price tag in
man-power as at least 9 (a
normal crew is actualy 12)
people are required just during
the three hours of cooking and iﬁumiﬁg"e&uréf;;@ » dGeE”;
serving, and additional people are Lambert (buns) ran the grills almost
needed for the hours of &Y we.

preparation.  Work normally
starts just after noon to patty out
the hundred and twenty pounds
of hamburger, dice and butter

the five inch buns, and prepare

Roncalli High School
football team at Monster
Burgers after winning
state title.
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the onions, tomatoes, lettuce, pickles and
‘condiments. The kitchen crews put in long
hours to make the event a success, and they do
August (Augie) it every Monday (except holidays) from the start

Braun took the : ;
orders most of September until the end of April.

Mondays

“The Crew”
Gene Schumacher
Ed Lambert
Sid Beckler
Vern Bunsness
Al Sebert
August Braun
Rita Braun*
Greg Vande Kamp
Larry Nupen
Gary Warne

Other members helped as needed, but these 10 people were

present for aimost every Monster Burger Night from Sept 2006
to April 2007.

* Non-member
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On the 20" of September, the™
Sidney L Smith post #24 Color
Guard was on hand at the grands
opening of the new Wa-Mart¥. |
Supercenter to present the Colors
during the ceremony to officially
open the store.

Greg Vande Kémp and Vern Bunsness and The Color Guard

Gary Warne with the Lary Nupen with the commande,r, Gordon
American flag State flag, and Campbell (right)
commander Gordon mar ches the unit out..

Campbéll

This was just one example of the many events where
Sidney L Smith’s honor guard posted the Colors at civic events,
helping to promote Americanism, while also keeping The
American Legion in the public eye. Vern Bunsness is the
contact point/organizer of the Color Guard, Gordon Campbell

IS the unit commander, and post members Paula Beckler, Bob
Gilborne, Elton Herman, John Kippley, Ed Lambert, Curt Midlitz,
Larry Nupen, Gene Schumacher, Larry Schaunaman, Al Sebert,
Ken Stuart, Joel Traphagen, GregVande Kamp, Gary Warne, and
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Bob Welshaar all contribute as needed.
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The Fall District 14 convention
was held in Eureka on the 29" of
September and several members
from Post #24 made the short trip
up to attend.

Steve Nemmers, Larry Nupen, :
Al Sebert, Gene Schumacher, Daleffgl ':'n”ezte?ng”or to the District
Strom, and Greg Vande Kamp were g
in attendance from Sidney L Smith &
to here presentations from the

Department and District officers.

Gene Schumacher and Greg
Vande Kamp waiting for the
meeting to start.

Chaplain Vande Kamp
speaks with DSO

Warren Aas after the o
District meeting. Steve Nemmers, Al Sebert, and

Larry Nupen conversing after the
District 14 fall meeting in Eureka

Page -61-



The morning after the
- == District 14 Fall Conference
AMERICAN LEGION | (Saturday, Sep 30") was the
‘S'Ei'é%‘% No.24 Ml Gypsy Day parade in Aberdeen.
' e e Gypsy Day is Homecoming for
' Northern State University, one of
The post entry in the parade was the two colleges in Aberdeen (and
identified with signs on each door. _ glsp the site of Boys State), and
=5 8 Sidney L Smith once again
% % entered a vehicle with the Post

Commander riding in it.
In addition to Commander
Sebert and Second Vice Seve
oy ” Nemmers (driver), Greg Vande
Greg Vande Kamp, Al S_ebert, and Kamp and Dale Strom walked

Steve Nemmers (left to right) along

with the Post #24 entry in the Gypsy beside the vehicle for the parade
Day pararade ... route and tosses out candy to the
o~ A kids aong the way. All four
. @8 members wore their Blue Legion

PP more small way of keeping the
post’s name in the minds of area
residents.

Second Vice Steve Nemers (middle)
and Commander Al Sebert (right)
chat with a member of the Aberdeen
VFW while waiting for the parade
to start.
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Al Sebert, and Larry Nupen
where part of the crew on
hand to set up for the
Charity Night

The storm itself -

Curt Miditz, Gary Warne,

a view of the
crowd at the annual charity night

“Turkey Shoot”

October is aways the time
for one of the posts three biggest
fund raisers, the annual Charity
Night, or “Turkey Shoot”. Held
the night before the opening of
Pheasant hunting in the date
(Friday the 20" this year), the
event always draws a good crowd
of locals, along with some out-of-
state hunters.

The night of fun and games,
with prizes ranging from candy
bars to the 10 pound turkeys that
give the event it's common nick-
name, requires more members to
help out then any other single
event on the post calendar, but is
well worth the effort as it remains
a popular attraction to draw the
general public out to the post, and
IS aso one of the Post's large
fund raisers (as mentioned
above).
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Workersfor charity night were:

Prize purchasing and Advertising - Rich
Kezar, Ed Lambert, and Gene
Schumacher.

Finance - Charles Gugle and Rich Kezar.
Door Prizes- Curt Miditz and Glen Miller

Big 10 Whee - August Braun, Larry
Lightenberg, Sean Nelson*, Jm Reecy,
and Leonard Wrangler

Horse Races - Paula Beckler, Sid Beckler, and
Jm Rieck

Chuck-O-Luck - Rod Barr, Lloyd Just, and
Steve Nemmers

Showdown - Don Craft, Marv Kopecky, Don
Lout, Jm Schock, and Dennis Serling

Bingo - Travis Brist, Conald Burgard, Steve
Craig, Sanro Fink, Dennis Kaup, Larry
Nupen, Al Sebert, John Shaner, Dde
Strom, and Gary Warne

Paddle (turkey) Wheel - Darrel Ausborn,
Jerry Biegler, Vern Bunsness, Ed Lambert,
CJ Nesseim, Paul Norton, Sam Olson,
Jerry Rau, Earl Schultz, Dale Strom, Greg
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Rich Kezar
track of the bank for the
charity night, also pictured
iISEd Lambert.

(left) kept

|||||||

5
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.....

Steve Nemmer works the
Chuck-O-Luck whesd!.

Larry Nupen was one of
the callersfor Bingo.

=

Larry Lightenberg

and
Lenard Wrangler work the
10# whed



Vande Kamp and Dan Zinter.
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November saw
another rise in Post
activity, starting with
the Veterans Day
Program at Aberdeen
Central High Schoal.

The program was
held early again in
2006 as Veteran's Day
was on a Saturday and
the high school was
closed for conferences
that Friday. In an
concession made to
assure that students
would be able to
attend the program,

Veterans Day Prngram
November 9, 2006

_ 10:00 AM.
Aberdean Central High School *

Master of CerBmOMIBE. v v e e e memmmmeee e et iminrres o .. Earl Sehultr
{Please land and sahne]

Advance of the Colore. .. 5 o . American Legion Color Guard
Mational AMET. . ...ocaniiinrn. ... Aberdsen F"ul:lllc Schoots Elememntary Chorus
Pledge of Allegiance. .. Sarah Gearge
Invocation... ... F'*r;'mnulh Gongfegahurml Church... F'asl.nr Richard Riedel

Muszical Selections... Abardean PIJI:IlI: Sl::hl:u:lls Elementary Chorus
(DHnecsed by Susan Appl. PW Eunannu an.r Raricn, and Joall Rachkall

Recognitlon of POW's and MiA's .. . ....Ear Schuliz
(Moment of Silent Praver for all POVAMIA'S & Eandca Marl'ﬂerlﬂwram
Recognitlon of Gold Star Parents. .. g gy B .....Earl Schultz
Infroduction of !}rgamzatlm
(Plaase hold your BppiEJes unts all heve been Irnr-m.md}
Commander, Wetsrans of Foreign VWars Post 817, Al Waltman
Prezident, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #17 AUX . oo oo . Arlene Griffiths
Commanger, WFW Cootles Pup Tents #14.........._... R Al Sebar
Commander, Amercan Legion Pest #2324, ... Al Sebert
President, Amefcan Laglon Post #24Atmll’a.w... ..Ramong Ketteriing
Chef De Gare Locale #1468 40ei3... s . Sarn Olson
Pregident, Cabane Locala #146._. i e e S I'I.I'Iarc.ell!a Armn Lepp
Gommander, Disabled American ‘u’eterans .................................. Allan Ochaner
Commandant, USMC League, Det. #852.. RS -Raon Angarhioher
Jr. Wice President, VRW Deptl. of 8. Dak. .ﬂu.n: ..................... DIEIHE Hickenbotham
American Legion COURty Commanser... ... Drale Strom
Armied FOres Sahle. .....vv oo e Abardeen Cantral Symphonic Band
[Under e diracton of Jeroma Latchar)
Address of the Day........ooceeeei e ceee e enoo. 2 The Honorable Senator John Thune
God Blass Amanica...................co oo ..o Abardean Central Symphonic Band
[Avriiene Partcipation]
AHTOILMERITIBIIIE ... oooeomi cim e coem b s bos s em bt Earl Schuliz
Benediction.............. Pleage Stard....... Uneover” FEEh:H‘ F{mhard Risdal]

Retiring of the COoE ..o s e e AMERCEN Legon W Guard

THAMNK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS PROGRARM

Program Guide for the 2006 Veteran’s Day
Program held at Aberdeen Central High.

the Aberdeen VFW, primary organizers of the event, agreed to
host the main program on Thursday the 9" of November at the
high school, and then have a smaller ceremony at their post
home on Veteran’s Day itself.
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The day before Veteran's Day is
aso the traditional date of the Post’'s
annual Early Bird feed, coordinated by
the Firg Vice (membership chairman) -
Sam Olson. The event features a free
supper for all members who had their Snaéy ggarf:,’ntz:y ('I\le:ftpetnc;
2007 membership paid prior to 6:00PM right at table) collect
on the 10" Part of the membership Lnarer;: eg"fhsn%a??;d;f;
team was on hand to collect dues for dinner.
those members wishing to get in before
the deadline.

The meal was very well received
again this year with just over 200
members attending. Oyster stew is a big [§
part of the tradition, and fried chicken
was also available; aong with potatoes,
corn, and a dinner roll. There was also|

Members went through the
food line and were served
by staff of the Airport
Café, who catered the

The early bird is the largest gathering of Post
members each year, with roughly 1/4 of the post
attending.
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cake for desert.

Page -69-



Brown County Government Day
'was held for the second time in the
calendar year of 2006 on Nov 14", After
the program was held in April, many of
the area schools who had participated

One phase of Government .
Day was a tour through the expressed a desire to move the event to

Dakota PrairieMuseum.  fall so a second Government Day was
held and November set as the new date

| for the event in the future.

Government Day activities included
tours of the Brown County Jail, Brown
E p g2 County Juvenile Detention Center,

Judge Flemmer took time Dgkota Prairie Museum, and the four
to address two groups of

students for government ManN offices for the county; Register of

day. Each group Deeds, Equalization, Treasurer, and
represented Y2 the students

and lasted for 30 minutes. Auditor. Each group also got to sit in for

One of the two large groups waiting to visit with Judge Flemmer.
Helping to chaperone this group were Steve Nemmers (far right) and Greg
Vande Kamp (left of door)
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part of the County Commissioner’'s meeting, and the 7 smaller
groups were merged into two larger ones who each had a chance
to spend ¥2 hour with Judge Flemmer of the 5" Circuit Court.

As the “hosting” post, as well as the post with the largest
delegation of students for the event, Sdney L Smith again
provided the sack lunches. Other posts were asked for
reimbursement for their students, but Aberdeen picked up the
tab for the County Commissioners and other guests. The extra
lunches that had been ordered where then donated to the
Aberdeen branch of the Salvation Army.

AT ER]
b
TR

The Salvation Army




One week after the Early Bird
Dinner (see page 61), which is
normaly the last large influx of
membership, the post membership
(R committee got together to conduct a
* “calling party” to contact members

Greg Vande Kamp and Larry Who had not yet renewed their dues
Nupen look up members who
have not paid their 2007 dues. for 2007.

They got together on Saturday,
the 18" of November to get a last jump
on membersnip before the holiday
Season. Unpaid members were
identified and called, if they were
home and wished to pay their dues,
runners were available to drive to their
house and collect them.

g

Ed Lambert calls members
identified by Nupen and
Vande Kamp to see if they
would like to renew ther
member ship for 2007.

Al Sebert was also working
the phones, and Adjutant
Schumacher was on hand to
fill out membership cards as
Page -72- renewals camein.



In February DSO
Warren Aas came to
Aberdeen to conduct an
orientation session with
the Army Reserve 452
Ordinance Co at the
armory. The briefing was

initiated by Post #24 to

help the unit adjust to life Members of the 451 Army Reserve listened
to a briefing on VA benefits

back from Operation
Enduring Freedom in
Irag. Beyond the initial
planning, however, the
bulk of the work was
done by the Department
Service Officer. It |
featured speakers from
the VA Education and
VA Medical departments
to answer questions these
new veterans might have
about their benefits and
what steps they should |
take to secure their rights
in the future.

DSO Warren Aas conducted the briefing with
help from members of the SD Veterans
affairs office.
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In addition to looking after our new
comrades, February was also a time to
remember fallen comrades from the past
as the Post held their 51% annual “Past
Commander’s Night and Memorial
Service’. The event, held in lieu of the
regular February meeting, recognizes all
past Post Commanders, including a meal

: for those who can make it, and a
;‘fguﬁﬁ;ﬁhigl g/';d':;’;:i memorial service. This service honorsall
(with the automated bugle) Of the Post’s deceased past
during the ceremony. commanders, as well as all members
Behind him can be seen the
poppy studded crosses. who have transferred to Post Everlasting
in the prior 12 months. Asthe
roll call of these members is
read, those past post
commanders in attendance at
the memorial, rise and place a
paper poppy with the name of

the deceased onto a white
§ cross. When the memorial is

Post Commander Sebert (left) presents finished family are given the
Gary Warne with a Special ’

Recognition award. Also present are Opportunity to take the poppy

Paula Beckler, president of the past
commander’s association, and
Department Commander Gunner Il
Baatrup.

with their member’'s name on
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Two new additions were
made to the program this year.
The first was a camera
attached to an overhead
projector to alow family
members, as well as others in |
the audience, to see the
poppies being placed into the 27 o e redtore P
crosses, and the second was a attending Department Commander

POW/MIA ceremony with the flag set that was used during
' the ceremony. Post Commander

Sebert (left) and president of the past
It has become Something commanders Paula Beckler (right) are
o show here presenting the flags to

of a tradition for commanders commander Baatrup
and guests at the meal to be
assessed fines for various
infractions, the President and
the secretary of the Past
Commanders decided that this
year the fineswould be used to
provide more donations of
coffee, juice, and cookiesto the

Aberdeen CBOC First of two donatlons madeto the
' Aberdeen CBOC with fundsraised at

the Past Commanders Dinner.
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February came to a close with Post delegates attending the
Mid-Winter Conference in Huron on the 23, After arelatively
mild winter, the first blizzard hit during this weekend but four
members of Post #24, Ed Lambert, Gene Schumacher, Dale
Strom, and Gary Warne, still attended the event.

Gene Schumacher, as registrar of Boys
State, gave a report at the midwinter
convention.

Ed Lambert, one of four members
of Sidney L Smith who attended the
midwinter.
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Tlre Aeecricarn Legicn Sidney L. Smith Post No. 24

“"For Qod and Country™

DATE
Dear Boys State applicant

| have received your application to attend the 2007 session of South Dakota Boys State
& a representative of Your High School. As the Americanism chairman for the
Aberdeen post of The American Legion, | want to thank you for your interest in the
program.

The next step in the selection process is a persona interview with the Boys State
sdection committee. The interview itself will take approximately 20 minutes, and there
is a short questionnaire to be filled out prior to interviewing that will take from 20 to 30
minutes as well. Interviews will be conducted on the 4th and 11th of March (both
Sundays) and will be slotted every half hour between 1:00 pm and 5:00 pm. Each slot
will be handed out on afirst-come, first-served basis, so if you have a preference of date
or time, please contact me immediately to reserve your slot.

The interview is a required part of the selection process, and all applicants must attend.
If you have a legitimate reason to be unable to interview on either of these two days,
but still interested in attending Boys State, please inform me and | will try to arrange for
another time. Note, however, that the Committee reserves the sole right to determine
what is or isn't alegitimate reason to reschedule.

The interviews will be held a the VFW building (821 Circle Drive, Auto Plazg in
Aberdeen. If you need instructions on how to get there, please be sure to ask.

Each dot will be reserved for the start of the actual interview, so please keep in mind the
time needed to fill out the questionnaire. If you select the 4:00 slot, you should plan to
arrive no latter then 3:30 (and plan to be there until 4:30).
To schedule your interview, or if you have any questions, please contact & one of the
following. If you leave a message to request a time, please provide alternates in case
your primary choice is already taken:

Email (preferred): Dale Strom@yahoo.com

Mail: 115 North Kline, Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone: (605) 216-3458
s s b e

Dale Strom,
Americanism Officer

ps. Please remember that Boys State is May 28th to Jun 02, and if selected you will be
expected to attend all days and not leave the campus of NSU.
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March was a busy time for the
Americanism Committee, Boys
State Interviews were held on the
11" and the 25™ for al applicants
received from the three high
schools. Each applicant had
aready filled out their essay on A

Steve Nemmers (left) and Al
why they wanted to attend BOYS sebert, along with Dale Strom (not
State before the interviews were Pictured), made up the committee

that selected the Boys Staters for
scheduled. They were also asked aperdeen.
to fill out a short questionnaire,
and two draw two random topics out of a hat and select one of
them to write an essay on when they arrived for the interview.
Each applicant then had a personal interview with the selection
committee.

The selection board this year consisted of Americanism
Chair Dade Strom, Commander Al Sebert, and Second Vice
Steve Nemmers, with support from Greg Vande Kamp and
Kevin Reiter who handed out the questionnaires and kept track
of the applicants for the committee.

Members on the committee agan commented on the
character of the students that apply for this prestigious program,
and felt that Aberdeen would again be well represented at Boys

State this year.
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The American Legion Boys State program was sarted in lllinoisin 1935 and is primarily designed
to help participants understand and gppreciate the principles and workings of Government, &t the
nationd, Sate, county, and locdl levels. Along with this, however, is an implied emphasis on the
vaues, rights, and responghilities of citizenship. Applicants should have afirm understanding of
these concepts dready, and the sdection committee requests that you fill out this short form to help
us gauge your understanding and awareness of these aress.

1) Isthe Congtitution of the United States of Americaa Liberad document, or a Conservative one,
and why?

2) What isthe greatest benfit of living in this country?

3) Who isthe Senior Senator from SD, and why do they have that title?

4) There are five (5) specific freedoms granted by the Firs Amendment, can you name dl of them?

5) What do you see as the greatest threet to the country?

Questionnaire handed out at the interview for Boys State
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Why do gover nments exist?

Write about the headline story in either today's or yesterday's Aberdeen American News, and how the subject
of the story might directly affect you. .....

State how many laws are enumer ated in the Bill of Rights, and describe one section of the document.

Constituents arethe most power ful peoplein an elected government, who are they and what do they do?

What isthe greatest benefit of living in this country?

There has been much talk recently about he TIF that was granted to the beef packing plant to be built south of
Aberdeen. What isa TIF and why arethey granted?

Therewere 4 Constitutional amendmentsand 7 initiated measur es on the ballot in the 2006 general election.
Pick one of these and describe what it’s goal was, wether or not you supported it, and why.

Why isour current President considered a“Lame Duck” ?

Therearefour former US Presidentson Mt Rushmore, nameall four in order of presidency and onereason
why each was considered among our nations best

The US Constitution specifies a division of power to create checks and balances, name the branches of
government it defined, and some of the checks/balances of each.

What arethethree biggest problems (not threats) faced by the country or state or county or city?

Pick one of thethree, how would you fix it?

What isyour opinion on the government response to natural disasters?

What do you see asthe greatest threat to the country?

What should the state do about the State Fair?

List of random questions that were available to be drawn at interview
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Police officer, firefighter/EMT of the year : _
In the photo &t left, VAW Commander Al Sebert, left to right. presentz Aberdecn police officer Keith Theroux with the police
afficer of the year award along with VAW Americanization officer Dale Strom. In the photo at right, Sebert, jeft 1o right,
presents Aberdeen Rural Firefighter Kerton "Zook™ Warrey with the firefighter/EMT of the vear award along with Warrey's
fira chigf Derwin Kampa and Strom. The awands were presented Manday evening at the American Legion in Aberdsen,

Avmeriean Mesiw Pheodon bp Do Detvich Sk E

Clipping from Aberdeen American News, March 20th, 2007, page 5B ... we
are not sure when the American Legion became the VFW (or what an
" Americanization" officer is) but at least they had the names correct.

The Americanism Committee also selected the Post’'s
second annual Law Enforcement Officer of the Year and first
annual Firefighter/EMT of the year.

Officer Keith Theroux of
the Aberdeen Police
department was selected as the
LEO of the year. Requests for
applicants had been sent out to
the Aberdeen Police, Brown
County Sherif, SD Highway
Patrol, SD Department of == =

Officer Theroux (center) addresses the

Game Fish & Paks, US pmarcn meeting of Post #24 after being

Marshall’'s office. and the awarded the plague for Aberdeen Law
’ Enforcement Officer of the Year - 2006

Federal Bureau of
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Investigation in January and the committee looked at the
received nominees from al responding organizations before
selecting Officer Theroux.

Captain Kent “Zook” Warrey, of
the Aberdeen Rura Fire Department,
was selected as the inaugural recipient
of the Fire Fighter/EMT of the Year
award. Captain Warrey is a volunteer
fireman, and has been with Aberdeen
Rural for seven years. He is a family
man and an asset to the community,
and makes a great first recipient of this
award.

Americanisn Officer Strom Recognition of both men was
presents Captain Warrey with magde at the March 19" meeting, with
the Aberdeen American

Legion FireFighter/EMT of Several guests present to see the
the Year award for 2006 presentation, and the Aberdeen
American News ran a feature on both men (shown on next
page) to help spread the word of the great job that has been

done by both of them in the Aberdeen community.
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Clipping from Aberdeen American News, March
24th, 2007, page B1
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Killed m action July 20, 1918
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March saw the Post’s first foray into the World Wide Web
when it was decided at the regular meeting to set up our own
web page at AberdeenLegion.org. It is hoped that the page will
provide a contact point for some of the younger potential
members, as well as a place to advertise upcoming events and
recent post activities,
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April 16th, 2007 was the last meeting of the"

2006 Post year, and ended with the eection and
swearing in of the 2007 officers. Before that,
however, there were some presentations
to be made (along with the regular post
business).

Commander Sebert presented First
Vice (and Membership chair) Sam Olson
with the 2007 Post Go Getter plague,
awarded to the post for attaining at least

95% of goa by the Legion's birthday. commander severt (right)

The plague stays with the post, but was congratulates membership
chairman Olson for helping

presented to the membership chair at the o jead the post to Go

meeting to recognize his work. Getter  status  for 2007
member ships.

A special presentation was al'so made
to Dave xxxxxx for taking second place
in the State Legion Bowling tournament
held in Huron. Team captain Greg Vande
Kamp awarded the

plague to him. Greg Vande Kamp (left)
: presents the bowling award
Also give out ;; pave.
to Dade Srom was
a certificate for being selected as the Post

Legionnaire of the year for 2006.

Commander Sebert (right)
presents Dale Strom with a
certificate for Post
L egionnaire of the Year.
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2007 officers are sworn in by adjutant Schumacher at the end of the April
Meeting. Pictured are (left to right) Greg Vande Kamp (Sergeant at arms), Al
Sebert (Chaplain), Steve Nemmers (Commander), Tom Perrizo (Second Vice),
Dale Strom (Historian), Paula Beckler (Americanism), and Rich Kezar
(Finance). Not shown, but present - Sam Olson (First Vice), and Sid Beckler
(Assistant Sgt at Arms).
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APPENDICES

Charter Members

St Clair Smith

A.N Williamson
Jordan D Leach

C JLocken

A JBdl

Ed B Lynch
Herbert M Fish
Ralph N Greenman
Andrew Martell
Howard J Price
Ralph F Troge
Charles Fleischman
Perry Peters
Ernest H Schmidt
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| ndex of Post Members

Adams, Dick ............... 23
Ausborn, Darrdl ............ 59
Bar,Rod ................. 59
Beckler, Paula ... 22-24, 47, 55,
59

Photo ...... 21, 49, 66, 67,

78

Beckler, Sid .... 22, 23, 47, 54,
59

Photo .......... 18, 47, 53
Biegler, CJ(Jerry) .......... 59
Braun, August . ......... 54, 59
Photo ................. 54
Brist, Travis . .............. 59
Bunsness, Vern .. 37, 54, 55, 59
Photo .......... 28, 53, 55
Burgard, Conald ............ 59
Campbell, Gordon .. .. .. 37, 55
Photo ................. 55
Craft,Don................. 59
Craig,Steve ............... 59
Fink,Sanro . ............... 59
Gilborne,Bob . ............. 55
Gohn,Tom ............ 22, 23
Photo ................. 19
Gugd, Charlie ............. 59
Herman, Elton.......... 37, 55
Just, Lloyd ................ 59
Kaup, Dennis .............. 59

Kezar,Rich......... 22, 23, 59
Photo ...... 17, 36, 59, 78
Kippley,John .............. 55
Kopecky, Marv . ............ 59
Lambert, Ed .... 37, 52, 54, 55,
59, 68

Photo ...... 28, 47, 52, 53,
59, 61, 64, 68

Lightengerg, Larry . .......... 59
Photo ................. 59
Lout,Don ................. 59
Miller,Glen ............... 59
Photo ................. 29
Midlitz, Curt . 22, 23, 37, 55, 59
Photo ............. 18, 58
Nemmers, Steve .... 22, 23, 28,
56, 57, 59, 70

Photo ...... 16, 28, 31, 56,
57, 59, 62, 70, 78

Norton, Paul ............... 59
Nupen, Larry .... 37, 47, 52, 54-
56, 59

Photo ...... 28, 36, 42, 49,
55, 56, 58, 59, 61,

64

Olson, Sam .. ... 22, 59, 61, 77
Photo .......... 15, 77, 78
Perrizo, Tom........... 22, 47
Photo ...... 20, 29, 47, 49,
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53, 78

Rau,Jerry ................. 59
Reiter, Kevin .............. 70
Photo ................. 66
Rieck, Jm................. 59
Schaunaman, Larry . ... .. 37, 55
Schock, Jm................ 59
Schultz, Earl ............... 59
Schumacher, Gene .. 22, 41, 47,
52, 54-56, 59, 68

Photo ...... 17, 28, 29, 42,
47, 49, 52, 53, 56,

64, 68

Sebert, Al . 22-24, 35, 54-57,
59, 70, 77

Photo ...... 15, 28, 30, 31,
34, 42, 44, 53, 56,

57, 64, 66, 67, 70,

77, 78

Serling,Denmnis . ............ 59
Strom, Dde. .. ... 22-27, 47, 52,

56, 57, 59, 68-70,

77

Photo ...... 19, 20, 27, 30,
49, 74, 77, 78

Stuart, Ken ............ 37, 55
Photo ................. 28
Traphagen, Joel ............ 55

Vande Kamp, Greg .. 22, 23, 27,
34, 37, 52, 54-57,

59, 70, 77

Photo ...... 16, 27, 44, 52,
55-57, 62, 64, 77,

78

Warne, Gary .... 22, 23, 37, 41,
54, 55, 59, 68

Photo ...... 36, 47, 49, 55,
58, 61, 66

Weishaar,Bob ............. 55
Wrangler, Leonard .......... 59
Photo ................. 59
Zinter,Dan ................ 59
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| ndex of Non-Members
(appearingin this history)

Aas, Eric
BoysState . .. ........... 26
Aas, Warren
Department Service Officer
................... 65
Baatrup, Gunner
Department Commander
............ 52, 66, 67
Babcock, Mike
Baseball ............... 45
Bledsoe, Adam
High School Award . .. ... 27

Bock, Thomas
National Commander .. 42-44

Bock, Tony

BoysSate.......... 27, 44
Braun, Rita

Monster Burgers . .. ... .. o4
Cantwell, Eric

Baseball ............... 46
Conklin, Shana

High School Award . .. ... 26
Crawford, Sean

BoysState . .. ....... 26, 44
Flemmer, Jon (Judge)

GovernmentDay . ........ 62
Ford Taylor

Boys State Orientation .... 25

High School Award . .. ... 26
Gellhaus, Aaron

Baseball ........... 45, 46
Girl Scouts

Memorial Day .......... 36
Governor Mike Rounds

BoysState . .. ........... 44
Hanson, Andrew

BoysState . . . ........... 26
Herseth, Stephanie

SD Representative .. ... .. 48
|tterman, Matthew

BoysState . .. ....... 26, 44
Jacobson, Steven

BoysState . ... .......... 26
Johnson, Tim

Senator ............ ... 48
Knights of Columbus

Memorial Day .......... 37
Levsen, Mike Aberdeen Mayor

Memorial Day .......... 38
Link, Jamie

BoysState . . .. .... .. 26, 44

Lundberg, Trevor

BoysState . ... ...... 26, 44
Mach, Andrew
BoysState . ... .......... 26
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Marx, Nathan

BoysState . .. ........... 26
Merkel, Sam

BoysState . .. ....... 26, 44
National Commander

BoysState . . . ..... ... 42-44
Nelson, John

Boy Scouts ............. 35
Nelson, Sean

Turkey Shoot ........... 59
Ohmland, Jackie

Legion Auxilliary ........ 35
Pederson, Lee

BoysState . . .. .... .. 26, 44
Rounds, Mike

Governor .............. 44
Schlichenmayer, Nancy

Memorial Day ...... 36, 38
Severson, Leonard

AberdeenCBOC ........ 31
Solberg, Sean

BoysState . . .. .... .. 27, 44
Stoebner, Susan
High School Award . .. ... 27

Theroux, Keith
Law officerof year ... 73, 75

Thune, John

Senator ... 48
VFW Auxiliary

Memorial Day .......... 37
Wadtman, Al

VEW ... 35
Warrey, Kent "Zook"

FireFighter/EMT of year

............... 74, 75

Weber, Jordan

BoysState . . .. .... .. 27, 44
Werth, Spencer

BoysSate.......... 26, 44
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I ndex of Photos
(and other inserts)
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3x5 Card, for inside of the front cover

Charles Dale Strom
Post Historian

115 N Kline
Aberdeen SD, 57401
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