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| ntroduction
History - The American Legion

In late January, 1919, as the first World War drew
near to completion, agroup of officersmet at Faubourg St.
Honorein ParisFrance. All four were combat lineofficers
(at the battalion or regimental level);

Lt. COL. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
(left), the son of our 26™ US
Pressdent and Medal of Honor
recipient, from the 1% Division,

Lt. COL. George White, general
HQ, the American Expeditionary
Lt Col Theodore Roosevelt Jr Forcein France,

Lt. COL. William Donovan (right),
part of New York’s “Fighting 69",
Medal of Honor recipient, and
“father” of the CIA, and

Major Eric Fisher Wood, of the 88" Lt Col Will Donovan
Division.
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With a lead role taken by Roosevelt, these four men
conceived theideaof aveteran’sorganization,similar tothe
Grand Army of the Republic that had thrived after the
conclusion of the Civil War. With a potential membership
pool of over two million servicemen from the war, most of
whom had been unfamiliar with Europe in any but the
vaguest of ways, the organization would be a tremendous
opportunity for fellowship as servicemen started returning
home. Several nameswere considered, including “Liberty
League” “ Leglon of Honor” , and “American Crusaders”.
3 General John J. “Black Jack”
Pershing - head of the AEF - was initially

opposed to theidea, but asit’s popularity

grew in the ranks of the officers and

88 cnlisted men he agreed to give the subject

- a chance. An organizational meeting was

"% set at the Inter-Allied Officers Club in

Paris for the 15" to 17" of March in 1919. This event,

which came to be known as the “Paris Caucus’, is
considered the official beginning of the organization.

The Paris Caucus, consisting of approximately 1,000
officers and enlisted men, adopted a temporary
constitution, and chose The American L egion asthe name
of the organization. It also elected an executive committee
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tocompletethework of establishing The American L egion.
The executive committee named a subcommittee to
organizeveteransat homeintheUS. A boost
was given to the Paris Caucus when
Presdent Woodrow Wilson arrived in
France to participate in the peace treaty
conference at Versailles; Wilson would also &
give his endorsement to The American |
Legion when they held their next
or ganizational meeting. President Wilson

This second caucus was held in St. Louis, Missouri
during May of 1919. There, the American Legion
constitution was completed and a temporary draft was
submitted to the membership. Included in the Legion’s
mission were relief, employment, and Americanism
programs.

Congress granted the Legion a national charter on
September 16, 1919 and the fir st national convention was
held in Minneapolis Nov 10" - 12" of that year. In
Minneapolis The American L egion adopted a per manent
constitution and elected officersto head the organization.

Thecharter wasamended in 1942toadmit World War
Il veterans and again in 1950 to include veterans of the
Korean War. Later it included soldierswho had served in
conflictsin Lebanon/Grenada, Panama, Persian Gulf and
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hasbeen open since August 2, 1990 until congressclosesthe
dates.

The Legion’s major concern has always been the
veterans. It played an important rolein thecreation of the
US Veterans Administration and the enactment of the Gl
Bill of Rightsfor World War Il and Korean Veterans. Also
important has been the community, youth, and
Americanism.

| —— The American Legion temporary
fﬁ*’“'”’:,_- national headquarters, set after the St Louis
+f Caucus, was located in New York City, but
| |\ | delegates to the first convention chose
B % | ndianapolis over Washington DC as the
. _t%permanent home for the national
naamaen - Organization in a close (361-323) vote.

The Legion does, however, still keep an
officein Washington DC, just three blocks from the White
House, to support frequent visitsto the seat of gover nment
by the National Commander. Also located here are offices
of an executive director, and operations for Legislative,
Economics, National Security, Foreign Relations, Veterans
Affairsand Rehabilitation, and M edia Relations.

The American Legion’s national headquarters is
located at 700 N Pennsylvania St, in Indianapolis, I ndiana -
part of the Indiana War M emorial Plaza.
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History - South Dakota
Department of The American L egion

The South Dakota Department of The American
L egion was organized simultaneously with the national
organization. South Dakota Adjutant General William A.
Morrisnamed TheodoreR. Johnson of Sioux Fallsto select
acommittee of representative ex-service men to attend the
first caucusin St Louis, Missouri, May 8-10, 1919.

After the first national caucus, a temporary South
Dakota or ganization wasformed at Vermillion on May 15,
1919 with Theodore R. Johnson aschairman.  Thefirst
state convention was held in Sioux Fallson July 14 and 15,
1919. Myron L. Shade of Mitchell was elected the first
Department Commander. Forty-eight posts had been
organized by convention time.

The South Dakota Department now consists of 249
posts with just over 24,000 members.

One of the American Legion programs with South
Dakota roots is American Legion baseball, now a
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nationwide program. It was conceived at the state
convention at Milbank in 1925. Frank Sieh
of Aberdeen originated the idea of an
American L egion program to sponsor youth
baseball, and it was passed at the
Department Convention. A granite
monument at Milbank commemorates the =

formation of L egion Baseball there.

The South Dakota American Legion Department
Headquarters is located in the Codington County
courthouse in Watertown. The South Dakota Legion
contributed totheconstruction cost of that courthouse and
thuswas granted rent-free space in the courthouse for the
life of the building.

Codington County Courthouse
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History - Sidney L Smith, Post #24 -
Aberdeen, SD

Like most towns in the great plains, Aberdeen was
started asarailroad town. CharlesH Prior, the town site
agent for the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St Paul ra(i)}raoad
filed thefirst papersat the land officein Watertown, part
of theDakota Territory, for atown to belocated at the spot

where hisemployer'srail line
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home hereby President McKinely in October of 1899 after
returning from duty under General McArthur in the
Philippines during the Spanish American War. The rail
linesalso played avital rolein delivering recruitstotheUS
Army in both World Wars, and when the USO and Red
Cross built acanteen in the Milwaukee Rail depot in 1943,
they couldn't have known that it would become one of
Aberdeen's most memorable locations.
From it'sopening on the 14th of Aug [§
until just before Christmas, the canteen
provided over 150,000 free meals to NEI /
troops passing through the station; a{%ﬂ:,mt
remarkableendeavor, but thereal history recreation of Pheasant canteen,
was still to come. Vs e
Local farmers, still eager to

contributetothecanteen despitebeingwell past thehar vest
season, donated pheasantsfrom recent huntstothecanteen
and started a trend that would lead to the canteen
becoming unofficially renamed the " Pheasant Canteen" .
With an average of over 500 soldiers per day traveling
through thedepot, the Pheasant Canteen continued to give
a free meal to every serviceman, highlighted by the now
famous pheasant sandwiches. Any soldier arriving at the
depot on their birthday would also receive a special cake,
and therewasa decorated tree each Christmasand color ed
eggs each Easter. When the Pheasant Canteen closed on
the 31st of March, 1946, between 510,000 and 600,000

servicemen had been feed, all at no cost tothemselvesor the
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military. Every meal was donated by the residents of
Aberdeen and 40 other townswithin a 75 mileradius.

Of course, support for theserviceman wasnothing new
tothe Aberdeen area. The VFW had formed a presencein
thetown asearly as 1903 (fourth oldest continuously active
post), and The American Legion followed in 1919.

When the first organizational meeting of the South
Dakota American Legion was held in Vermillion on May
15", 1919, several servicemen from Aberdeen attended;
three of them, E.B. Harkin, Royal C. Johnson, and P.J.
Maloney, wereselected to serveon thetempor ary Executive
Committeefor thenew group. Twomonthslater, whenthe
first SD Legion convention was held in Sioux Falls,
Aberdeen wasoneof 48 poststhat had already signed on to
theorganization, having been chartered on the 14" of July,
1919 with eighteen members. Post officersthat first year
were; Perry Peters - Commander, Ivan Leach - Vice
Commander, Paul M aloney - Adjutant, Fred Huntington -
Insurance, and Paul Kiser - Publicity.

Post meetingswereheld in theM unicipal Auditorium,
and the primary focus of the Aberdeen American Legion
during those early years was on aiding men who were just
finishing their military service and returning home. They
started a veterans employment program in the city, had a
theatrical troupethat performed annual plays (starting in
1920) at the local theater, and had an active post band.

Music in particular, was a sour ce of pride for many of
Post 24'searly years. Inadditiontothemusical theater and
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post band, a drum and bugle corps was organized in 1927
by Carl Eilert, and during the 30's they won eight state
championships (and missed the other two for prior
engagements) and made the national finals.

The Sidney L Smith post
was named, though slightly
incorrectly, in honor of
Private First Class Sidney
- Lawrence Smith, the first

~ Aberdeen casualty of the US
military in the “Great War”
(World War 1). Private Smith
actually went by the name of
Larry, and the name of the
post should have been the“S.
Lawrence Smith post of The
American Legion”, but when
thecharter wasdrawn up, the
post was actually constituted

Sidney Lawrence Smith as“Sidney L Smith”.

Smith wasnot theonly name considered for thehonor,
John Thomas and Colonel W.A. Hazle where also
considered when thepost wasbeing formed. Col Hazlewas
the highest ranking officer to serve from Aberdeen during
the war, but was discarded as the national rules specified
that posts could not be named after a person who was still
living. John Thomas, son of Professor and Mrs lver D
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Thomas, was actually the first person from Aberdeen to
givetheultimate sacrificein what would become known as
the Firss World War, and there was a group of initial
memberswho championed having him as the namesake of
the post. John Thomas, however, had enlisted and fought
in the Canadian military, and the majority of members
thought it wasbetter to namethepost after a serviceman of
the US military, so Sidney L awrence Smith was chosen.

Born in Canton, Illinois (1896) and having gone to
military school in Roswell, NM, SLawrence“Larry” Smith
had moved to Aberdeen with his parents, Professor and
Mrs S Lincoln Smith, in 1915 and had joined the military
as part of the South Dakota national guard, enlisting just
three days after theUS declared it’sinvolvement in World
War I.

He was stationed at Camp Pontis in Mobridge, SD
when he transferred to the 148th Machine Gun Battalion.
Helater transferred again to the 1% Infantry Division, 18"
Brigade, Company L where he saw action at the Battle of
Cantigny, and was in the trenches for 70 days at
Montdidier, France. In Fosh’sbigdrive, Smith’scompany
took part in the battle of Chateau-Thierry, and then
Sessions, where he was sent out as part of a twenty man
scouting party commanded by Captain Renne. This unit
came under fire, was surrounded by German soldier s, and
was unable to retreat while conducting their
reconnaissance.

M essages had come back to the family that Pvt
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Smith had been wounded, reports followed that he wasin
a hospital, but then no further word was received. Smith
was listed as missing in action for nine months before
Congressman Royal C. Johnson assisted the Red Cross
effortsto determine hisfate. Finally aletter arrived from
Captain Renne, one of the few men to survive the
encounter. “Sidney Laurence Smith, killed in action by a
German machien gun at Siossons, Frace.”

Smith’s official status was soon changed from MIA to
KIA, and a telegram was sent to his family from the
adjutant general’s office at Washington, DC, it read as
follows:

"Pvt. Sidney L. Smith, Infantry previously reported
severely wounded in action between July 18 and July 24,
now reported Killed in action July 20." [1918]
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Preambleto the Constitution of The American Legion

For God and Country, we associate ourselves
together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America;

to maintain law and order:

to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent
Americanism;

to preserve the memories and incidents of our
associations in the Great Wars;

to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the
community, state and nation;

to combat the autocracy of both the classes and
the masses;

to make right the master of might;
to promote peace and good will on earth;

to safeguard and transmit to Posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy;

to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by
our devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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Chapter One;

Roster of Post Officers
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2007 Post Commander - Steve Nemmers First Vice Commander' - Sam Olson

. . Lt L
Second Vice Commander - Tom Perrizo Adjutant - Gene Schumacher
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Assistant Sergeant at Arms - Sid
Beckler

Service - Tom Gohn Page -21- Historian - Dale Strom



Chapter Two:

Post Committee Chairs
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méricanism - Paula Beckler - Athlgtics - Tom Perizo

Employment - Garry Warne Children and Youth - Earl Schultz
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Chapter Three:

Post Chronicle
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Monday April 16"
Commander Steve
Nemmers and the 2007
officers for post #24
started their term on the
16™ of April, when they
were duly elected by the
members of the Sidney L
Smith post, convened in
regular session at the
VFW building, 821 Circle
Drive, Aberdeen, SD.

2007 Post Officers

Commander .................. Steve Nemmers
Vice .o Sam Olsen
29ViCe . Tom Perrizo
Finance.............. ... ... ...... Rich Kezar
Chaplin................ .. ... ... Al Sebert
Sergeant @ ArmMs . ........... Greg Vande Kamp
Asst SQE@AIMS .. ..o Sid Beckler
Historian......................... Dale Strom
Employment . .................... Gary Warne
Athletic......................... Tom Perrizo
Americanism ................. .. Paula Beckler
SEVICE it Tom Gohn
Childrenand Youth ............... Earl Schultz
Adjutant* ................... Gene Schumacher

* Adjutant Schumacher was appointed by the commander and
approved by the floor in the May regular meeting.

2007 officers being sworn in by adjutant (and Department Finance Officer) Gene Schumacher

after being elected at the April regular meeting. Officers pictured are (left to right) Greg Vande

Kamp, Al Sebert, Steve Nemmers, Tom Perrizo, Dale Strom, Paula Beckler, and Rich Kezar.
Present, but not shown were Sam Olson and Sid Beckler.
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Sunday April 29"

Parking lot prior to BSD Officer Theroux settingup  Courseis setup, just waiting for students

Officer Keith Theroux of the Aberdeen Police
Department, and several volunteers from Post 24, the
Aberdeen DAV, and the Aberdeen VFW descended on the
parkinglot early one Sunday morningtotransform it from
empty asphalt to a challenge coursefor Bicycle Safety Day.

Aberdeen Ambulanceand Aberdeen FireDepartment both
brought out their trucks for the events as well, to
familiarize the kids with their equipment and put them at
ease with the officers. The hopeisthat, in theunfortunate
instance that one of the children should ever need either
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service, they will belessafraid and traumatized by it. Both
or ganizations also donated children’s helmets to be given
away at the event.

TheBicycle Safety Day was co-
sponsored by all three Aberdeen
veterans groups, The American
L egion, theVFW, and the DAV, as

well as the Aberdeen Police
Department.

Greg Vande Kamp (far left) speaks with some
of the parents before the event begins

bl W Asthefirst year of
- | the event, the post had
The line of students and parents waiting for registration. hoped for 20 to 30
elementary school kids to show up with their bikes. We
wer e pleasantly surprised by aturnout of morethen double
that number as 65 children went through the safety cour se.
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Aberdeen Police Department bicycle officer
Kyle Stoddard (foreground) helps with the

safety inspection station while registration
begins (background)

Reserve officer J Arlt mans
the “Driveway Exiting” statio

# speaks with the members of the Aberdeen
® Fire Department. Bicycle Officer Anthony
¥ Bisbee (right) at the “Intersection” station.

Legion (and DAV) member Allen Oschner at
the “Sign Reading” course

Police reserve officer Gelhaouse, also at the
is “Sign Reading” station (other end of same
table as Allen Oschner, (above).
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Reserve officer Mike Miller at the
“Slow Ride” station

Arleen Grifiths (left) issued certificates
of completion and “Junior Officer”
stickers after the course while Mary
Peitz (right) handed out water, juice,
tea, and cookies. Both are members of
the VFW Auxiliary
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May 6"

20077 AT rrres Local orientation session for

_ﬂ%{:{{,ﬁ,’_l_. , students attending Boys State in
oS Galloghes

B RohL 2007 was held at the Post home

T b

for those who didn’t think they
could makethedistrict sesson.

Eight of the fifteen boys
selected for Boys State attended,
along with one parent. None of the 2006 attendees were
able to bethere, however, so that part of the presentation
was missed.
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May 7th

Commander Nemmers
and historian Strom
attended a meeting of Girl
Scout Troop 106. Three of
the troop members, Ashley
Thone, Sarah Rohrbach,
and TaraRook (left toright
in photo with the commander), had helped out with the
bicycle safety day and were presented with certificates of
thanks for helping out. The
presentation was made at the Girl
Scout meeting Monday. While
there, Nemmers and Strom also
spoke about The American L egion,
and answered questions from the
girlsand parentsin attendance.

Commander Nemmers

Historian Strom
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May 12" - May 28"

May, of course, was time
for Horse Races! Preparation
had been ongoing sinceM ar ch;
members Gene Schumacher,
Larry Nupen, Ed Lambert,
and Tom Perrizo had been Hollis Anderson, Sid Beckler, and Kevin
Se”ing ads for the race Reiter (left to right) man the concessions at

. . horse races.
programsin that time. Second
vice Perrizo had also been contacting workerssincetaking
over that position after the April meeting and had a work
crew lined up for opening weekend.
With flooding still an issue
around town, it was hard to tell
what typeof crowd to expect at
the event. Weather
predictions were for a warm,
dry weekend (a departure
from the normal opening
weekend of races), so hopes
wer e high for a good first two
days.
Running the beer and
program concessions, a
standing arrangement with the
Al Sebert was one of many members to help NAH RA (NOI’-'[ heaSt AreaH Or Se
out selling tickets for the concessions. Racing Association), alongwith
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thesale of advertising for the programs,
Is one of the posts three major fund
raisers each year. It is somewhat
labor intensive (averaging almost 600
man hours, including the sale of ads),
but the work is mostly pleasant and
the members have time to talk with
the customers, share stories, and
“maintain quality control” of thebeer
coming out of the taps.

p—

Tom Perrizo (left) and Gene
Schumacher took turns running
the racing programs stand.

The Legion also keeps
it’s name associated with the
event through the Legion
Stakes, an important race
held on the last day. The
award for this race is made
by the Legion. With the
Commander out of _town, Frstuce o ey don (ot
First Vice Olson presented it and trainer of the winning horse in the Legion
thisyear. Stakes.
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May 15

During the same time period as —
horse races were going on, the post * /s

WL STANTY

presented awards at Roncalli High
School. Chaplain Greg Vande Kamp
presented the citizenship/scholastic
award medals and certificates to
Micheal Zerr and Kelsey L onning.
Historian, and member of the
Americanism committee, Dale Strom
presented certificates to Roncalli
students chosen to Chaplain Vande Kamp presented
attend the 2007 the citizenship awards at RHS.
session of Boys
State, as well as filling in for the
Auxiliary to present the Girls State
awards for the school.

Historian Strom presented the
certificates for Boys State at
RHS.

Michael Zerr (left), and Kelsey Lonning
(right), winners of the citizenship
awards for RHS, shown with Chaplain
Vande Kamp.
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M ay 28th ﬁEMEMBERlNG THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Memorial
Day is one of the
Post’s  biggest
patriotic events.
WhiletheVFW in
town handles]
Veterans Day, the|
LeQion poSt DUts
on the Memorial | ——
Day program, and s
preparation and e
organization was
started earlier,
but the start of
the weekend for
most members is
flagging graves of
service members.
The Post flaged
both Riverside
cemeteries, just
over 1100 grave|:&
sites, Thursday
evening and left
the flags in place
until Wednesday.

Veterans: Came to Hub C &tyl

&“MMM 1 :v--l-u“m “ﬂ.udhm i
h-lu-hn-um "‘7

Clipping from Aberdeen American News, May 28" 2007
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The Color Guard for Memorial Day 2007, left to right Gary Warne (American Flag), Curt Mislitz
(SD Flag), Elton Herman (American Legion Flag), Vern Bunsness, Ed Lambert, Larry Shaunaman,
Greg Vande Kamp, Larry Nupen, Paula Beckler; and Gordon Campbell (Squad leader). Photo
taken at St Mary's Cemetery. Not pictured is rifleman Al Sebert.

The Legion Firing
Squad was on hand for
Memorial Day:

Commander - Gordon Campbell
American Flag - Gary Warne
SD State Flag - Curt Midlitz

L egion Flag - Elton Herman

Rifles - Paula Beckler, Vern The Firing Squad met at the VFW and relaxed prior
Bunsness, Ed Lambert, to performing at three ceremonies for Memorial
Larry Nupen, Al Sebert, Day. Left toright they are Larry Nupen (on edge of
Larry Shaunaman, & Greg photo), Elton Herman, Curt Mislitz, Greg Vande

Kamp, John Nelson (bugler), Vern Bunsness (far
VandeKamp right), and Gordon Campbell (back to camera).
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\ The Firing Sguad
~ wasjoined by Boy Scout
John Nelson, who played
Taps, and together they
rendered honorsat three
of the four cemeteriesin
town - Sunset Memorial
gwas closed due to
flooding from the storms
earlier in the month.
Sacred Heart and St
Mary’s were shorter
services, as normal, with
an opening prayer, the
Mrole call of interred
service members at each
site, the 21 gun salute,
and Taps. Riverside
- Cemetery is normally a
short service as well, with the main
program at Sunset. This year, however,
~,with Sunset not available, the main
S program was held at Riverside (south).
= A temporary podium was setup in
- front of the Grand Army of the Republic

system was battery operated with asingle
speaker rather then our normal setup, but
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thecrowd wasstill strong
for the event, and the
comments wer e positive.
Jim Hundstad, SD
State Senator from
District Two was this
year’'s keynote speaker,
and the Dakota Heritage
Choir provided music.

e
I

The setting for the main progfsﬁw-at Thakoa Heritage hir ]

Riverside, in front of the GAR Dale Strom (MC)
monument. speaks with Vern
Bunsness prior to the

program.

A
&

w The Knights of Columbus, - L
# Third degree honor guard Jim Hunstad's keynote speech
also placed a wreath during  focused on the bugle, and he
the program. played several military songs

during his presentation.

The VFW Auxiliary was one of
the groups to post a wreath.
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th st
May 28" to June 1 Boys State opens up eyes

Afttendees at Hub City event learn how America’s political, governing systems work

Memorial Day  owes — mm——
he thought of becom- .

was also Boys State, T i
tive is often tucked

| away in the minds ({f youth

and Aberdeen had oo
However, Paul Pierson of
Aberdeen has always been

16 students in the s
program in 2007.

about. But this week, he has
the honor and the difficult
task of being the mayor of
Los Angeles — that’s the city
of Los Angeles as defined by
the American Legion and the
65th annual South Dakota
Boys State, which lasts
through Saturday at North-
ern State University in
Aberdeen.

“I just think it's a really
good experience,” Pierson e
| said. “T started talking with . American News Photo by John Davis
ends about 1t and they Making his case: Boys State mayor of Los Angeles and Aberdeen resident Paul Pierson, right, my fn

Boys: “Superb program” |

Vdmdiwed f7om Page 5A

Herseth Sandlin, Gov. Mike
Rounds and others.

“The first day or two,
most of them just followed,
and followed, and fol-
lowed,” said Hoerth, who
was one of the speakers.
“Then there were some kids
that stepped up and said,
‘Sure, I'll do this.” I thought
that was pretty neat. They
are young men, and hope-
fully they’ll be participating
citizens when it’s over. We
gave them the opportunity
and that’s fine.”

Besides the government
officials on hand, the Ameri-
can Legion had many of its

program that seeks to help
youth better understand the
American system of govern-
ment and give a better
knowledge of the funda-
mental principles of govern-
ment within South Dakota.

Pierson has fully
involved himself in the
experience, gathering all
the information and skills
he can so that he can
become involved in Ameri-
can politics for real.

“l turn 18 this summer
and I'm excited to finally be
able to register with a party
and be involved with that
process,” Pierson said. “The
elections are the most fun,

aither runnin:

Page -39-

Aberdeen American News (June I*t, 2007, page 5A)



4B Friday, June 1, 2007 AMER
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Then June was rolling

Smittys, Watertown Spht in, and that, of course,

erican Ne o7t

Aberdeen American News, 01 June 08 - I** game

The Smittys had a
good season, but came
up just short in the
playoffs in 2007. Still,
with 16 boys on the
team again, Legion
Baseball remainsone of
the great programs of
our organization,
providing guidance for
our youth, as well as
good PR for The
American Legion;
keeping our name out
in the public eye
through our association
with the sport.

means L egion Baseball was
getting into full swing. The
first game of the year was
actually the 31% of May at
Watertown, with a home
match up the next night
against Sioux Falls West.

2007 Smitty’s Summer Schedule

May 31-Thur at Watertown 5:30 & 7:30pm
June 1-F~ oo pipiloigueiile..
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June is also time for the
Department Convention, and delegates
from Post 24 headed west to Spearfish
totake. Also attending theconvention oy
from Aberdeen was our Law 89th ANNUAL
Enforcement Officer of theyear, Keith CONVENTION
Theroux, who was the second| i surkicas icion
consecutive LEO from Aberdeen
chosen for the same honor at the

Department level.

Official Program

Tom Perrizo, Ed Lambert, Dale Strom,
Gene Schumacher, and Gary Warme (Left to
right) were 5 of the Post's delegates.

Post delegates Sid Beckler (far left) and
Larry Nupen (second from right) in the
convention concourse area

Larry Nupen (second from right) in one of the
convention's committee meetings
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Gary Warne (righty and Tom Perrizo (centery chat with
other Legionnaires before the parade.

Keith Therouy, of Aberdeen, was
named the Department's Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year

LEGION FAMIL |

i

Post member Earl Schultz presented the report
of the Department’'s Employment Committee to
the floor at the Convention.

Historian Dale Strom (center) was
presented with an award for second
place History book (2006). The
presentation was made by
Department Historian Dunham (right)
and Department Commander
Batruup (eft)
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June-August

nnnnnnnnnn

After the helter-skelter
couple of months that had |
follow the elections, however, |
the summer slowed down |
somewhat after the
Department Convention. The|
post brought one idea back |
from the convention to work
on over thesummer, however,
and that was a request
forwarded to the members
thereby Department Children
and Youth Chair, Sam This story, from the July 13*" edition of the
Vaughn. She had received Aberdeen American News (p_age 7A) r(_eally

] helped to kick start the equipment drive.

notice that a group was

looking for used sporting goods equipment that could be
reconditioned (if needed) and sent to the Rosebud Tribal
Reservation to help build youth activities programs there.
The Post decided to organizeadrivein town with hopes of
pickingup “afew” itemsthat could go toward thisworthy
cause. Theprogram had just barely begun, however, when
it received a major, and unexpected, boost. Member Greg
Vande Kamp wastalking with an Aberdeen resident, Dean
Shortridge, about theprogram and Dean, aformer golf pro
at thecountry club, said hewould bewillingto donate some
full sets of golf clubsto help start things out.
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“Some” sets ended
up being 10 complete
bagsfull of clubs, and the
publicity from the
newspaper covering his
donation helped to
Dale Strom, Gary Warne, and Tom Perrizo (efttorigny ~ JENEr ate interest from
were the pri_mary organizers_ of the drive, and are others. Collection pOi nts
shown here in front of the first load to be sent down.

were set up in the three
grocery stores in town, and between them, pickups made
when somebody called and requested one, and a donation
of a full set of baseball catcher’s pads from the Aberdeen
Parks and Recreation office, Post #24 was able to donate
two full pickup loads, and a couple of car loads as well,
worth of sporting goods to the drive. Equipment ranged
from fishing poles & lures, to golf balls & clubs, to inner
tubes, baseball bats, bowling balls, and badminton sets.
Overall, avery successful program, and onethe Post hopes
to continue in 2008.

The first (and largest) of three Iads IIecte. Incude were the golf
clubs, baseball/softball bates, fishing gear and a badminton set.
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July - September A The American Lagien 7

\~  Department of South Dakota A

While Post activities slowed over the: ¥
summer and early fall, with only regular ” HOMEC'OM.NG
meetings an planning, members did keep i GELEERaTION
busy with Legion events at other levels. W 20072008

T State Commander ™

7-7-7 (July 7" of 2007) was the’ carywarrs .
homecoming for Department
Commander Watts,in White, SD. Tom
Perrizo and Gary Warnefrom the post

attended the event.

Tom Perrizo and Gary Warne at
the Commander’'s Homcoming.

s
o
U
TN
3
D
a

August saw several Post
members travel to Reno, Nevada
Y for the National Convention.
September brought the

Commander’s Calls for the Dept.
Gary Warne, Dean Beimers (of the
Raymond post), Tom Perrizo, and Gene and several members traveled to

Schumacher (left to right) stand by Condefor thisevent as well.
the Department sign at the National

Convention. All four are shown below
with Department Commander Watts as
well.

Larry Nupen (efty and Gary Warne (right)
were among the members to attend
the Commander’s Call.

Page -45-




September to April

With the return of
September came the
return of Legion Monster -
Burgers. The Kkitchen g
crew takes the summer §
months off, turning theg
cooking duties over to the _
VFW from M ay through IFThe kitchen crew for Mon Burgers. 'F'Perrizo
AUgUSt, but returnson the (far left with back to camera), Gary Warne (pehind), Vern
second M onday (the fir st Sieress S e o e S8 e en
M onday IsLabor day and Donna Mislitz, Greg Vande Kamp, Larry Nupen, and
no burgers are served). Jo¢! Traphagen.

Monster Burgers remained a popular event in 2007, and
there were many times when the kitchen sold out of 150
pounds of hamburger in a night. The popularity of the
burgers makesthisnot only one of our bigger fund raisers,
but also a key part of our publicrelations effortsas people
continueto associate Monster Burgerswith The American

L egion.
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Oct 5"

TheDistrict 14 fall meetingwas held
il is Selby, SD on the 5™ of October. In
¥ addition to the normal activities at the
; meeting, the Post appraised the meeting
= of a proposal to get involved with the
VRE project.

A local doctor, and post member,
Commander Nemmers spoke. T om L echner had been quietly runninga
the Fall Distrct moetne . program he termed VRE, for Venison

Ready to Eat (after the military MRE
moniker for their rations). Thisprogram encour aged local
hunterstodonatetheir deer, which wasthen processed into
venison jerkey that could be packed up into 1 pound
bundles and distributed to South Dakota troops who
requested it.

Theprogram had started out small, but wasgainingin
scope and Dr Lechner had approached the post in
September about havingthe American L egion get involved
with it. The program could be a boon a public relations,
troop support,and member ship, and thepost presented the
idea at the district meeting to gauge interest.
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October 6"

The morning after District
14's meeting was the annual
Gypsy Day parade, the
homecoming celebration for

Northern State University. ASIS commander Nemmers et and Gary

traditional for the post, we had a Warne enind verice) prepare Gary's pickup
vehicle in the parade with the
commander in it, and had candy walkers on hand to toss
out treatsfor thespectators. Theparadeentry isnot lavish,
but it still servesto keep the L egion’s name in the public
eye.

for use in the parade.

Gary Warne drove the
pickup, while the
commander rode in
back. Dale Strom and
Baily Job (ot pictured)
handed out candy.
Photo courtesy of
Groton Independent
News

Baily Job (left) and Jordon Job (right)
helped out this year. Baily walked the
parade route and handed out candy while
his brother rode in the truck and filled the
candy pails.
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October 19"

Just two weeks after the
Gypsy Day parade, it was time
for the Posts other large fund
raising event, theannual Turkey
Shoot (or Charity Night). T he Thecrowd was large at this year's Turkey
night of games and fun is always >
a big event for the post and requires
many members to make it work. The
crowds were exceptional this year,
particularly for Bingo, and theworkers
for that game had a hard time finding

seatsfor ever ybody whowanted to play. Gene Schumacher and Tom
Perrizo relax after helping set

up, but before the crowds

Commander Nemmers The Show Down table was |

and Lloyd Just check out busy as always this year.
the Chuck-o-Luck wheel.

The Big 10 Wheel kept busy as well.

Rich Kezar and Tom
Perrizo at the finance
table.
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November 8"

TheVeteransDay
program at the High
School washeld early,
this year. Veteran's
day was on a Sunday,
and conflicted with
the school’s schedule
on Friday the 9™,
the school program
had to either be held
Thursday or not until
Monday.

There was a
smaller gathering, of
just veterans and
spouses, on Veterans
Day itself. Thisevent

Veterans Day Program
November 8", 2007
10:00 A. M
Aberdeen Central High School

.....Dennis Nelson

Master of CeremMONIES.......cc.ovvvneaaeiaenmenes seeeiacieaaanas s

(Please stand and salute)

Advance of the Colors.............. ..American Legion Color Guard

National Anthem.. Aberdeen Publlc Schools Elementary Chorus
. Sarah George

Pledge of Allegnance S
Invocation.....South Dakota Natlonal Guard Chapiam Father Joe Holzhauser
Musical Selections........................ Aberdeen Public Schools Elementary Chorus
(Directed by Susan Appl, Peggy Bunsness, Mary Marion, and Joell Rachel)

Recognition of POW's and MIA’s.. :
(Moment of Silent Prayer for all POW/MIA’s & Servnce Members Overseas)

Recognition of Gold Star Parents..

Introduction of Organizations
(Please hold your applause until all have been introduced)

...Dennis Nelson

....Dennis Nelson

Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #17............c.ccooieen Rich Kezar
President, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #17 Aux........... ..Donna Misslitz
_Commander. American Leaion Post #24... ... BN NAmDRES
Sresident, American Legion Post #24 Auxiliary....................... Ramona Ketterling

Shef De Gare Locale #146 40et8... ... Eric Hanson
President, Cabane Locale #146.. ene et e oy ...Marcella Ann Lepp
Commander, Disabled American Veterans ...Allan Ochsner

Commandant, USMC League, Det. #852.. ..Tim Pond
Jr. Vice President, VFW Dept. of S. Dak. Aux Dlane chkenbotham
American Legion County Commander... ..Dale Strom

..,,Jason Dean

President, Northern State University Veteran S Ciub

Aberdeen Central Symphonic Band
(Under the direction of Jerome Letcher)

.utaff Sergeant Aaron Walberg.

Armed Forces Salute.............................

Address of the Day....oocoeeeveooocciiiee B

GOd BIESS AMENICA. .. ..o v srveesesisesn ees oonnnAbETdeen,Central Symphonic Band
(Audience Participation)

foanuenfRnents......... R UENNISTINESUN T
nediction.............. Please Stand Uncover" ...Father Joe Holzhauser™ B(

itiring of the Colors... _..American Legion/VFW Guard R

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS PROGRAM

was held at the VFW building.
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November 10"

ThePost’sannual Early Bird Supper for memberswho
have the next year’s dues paid by that date. Dues were
collected right up until themeal started, astherearealways
memberswho chosethisevent to pay for the next year, and
themeal wasagain well received. Member ship Chair, and
1% Vice Commander, Sam Olson wasin char ge of theevent,
and while it does not really generate any members that
would not otherwise join, it is still a nice opportunity for
membersto get together and socialize.

. e
o] -~
s | o
2
-

“ S SR )

The crowd at the Early Bird Supper

The serving line for the meal
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November 13"

Brown County Government Day.
Officially thisis the responsibility of
the county commander, not the Post,
but sincetheeventisheld in Aberdeen

o Student at Government Day eat
it isnatural for the Aberdeen post to lunch. In the foreground (back to

take alead role and we' ve done so the gamera) 'S post member Al
ebert, who was one of the group

last few vyears. In addition to leaders.

contacting the three schools in

1 Aberdeen about participating, the Post

~also provided the meal for the event
N and then bills out the other posts who
participated. In a change from the
Larry Nupen, another leader,  prior two years, the meal in 2007 was
speaks with one of the .
students pizzarather then a sack lunch, and the
change was very well received by the
students, as well as being a

lower cost alter native.

Judge Flemmer was one of the speakers
that the students got to visit with during
the event, he spent two sessions (%2 hour
each) discussing the role of the circuit
court, and the law in general.

Gary Warne, listening in
during Judge Flemmer's
presentation. Page -52-



Jan 21%, 2008

The Coalition to Salute America’'s Heroes provided
The American Legion a $500,000 grant to be disbursed to
veterans of the conflictsin Afghanistan and Irag who had
been wounded while on duty. The L egion paid all costs of
administering the grant, and theentire sum wasissued out
in $500 grants to 1000 individual soldlers
including one in Aberdeen.

Thegrant wasissued to Sean Johnson by
thepost commander at the January meeting.
Sean received, and is still recovering from, a
head wound during histime over seas.

The Coalition to Support America’s Heroes is a non-
profit organization that raisesfundsto help support active
duty and returning soldiers in the ongoing war against
terrorism.

CSAH website snapshot. The page can be
found at http://www.saluteheroes.org/
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February 18"

The February meeting Ji\}
IS the post’s traditional &
observance of PastB
CommandersNight. After a
meal for all living past ;
com mander S the r egu | ar Dale Strom (eft - at podium), the secretary of the

. ’ Past Commanders, served as MC and welcomed
meetmg was Suspended (On the families to the event. Also at the head table
a motion made and carried (seatdeit wrighy are Paula Beckler, president of the

. Past Comanders; Gene Schumacher, he post's
on thefloor) and amemorial adjutant; and Steve Nemmers, post commander.
service held.

At the service, all living
present past post
commandersarerecognized
and those who are present
are asked to come forward
to the front row. Paper
poppiesarethen handed out
to the commanderswith the
names of all deceased past
post commanders, and asthe
names are read by the MC,

the poppl esare pl aced | nto a Paula Beckler, president of the past
commanders, read of the names of all living past

white cross. post commanders. The over-head projection can
After all p ast be clearly seen over her right shoulder, showing

, the bare, white crosses that will soon hold the
commander’s have been poppies with the names of departed comrades.

honored, new poppiesare
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After all past commanders were seated,
Dale Strom passed out the poppies baring
the names of the deceased past post
commanders. Each commander received 5
or 6 poppies to place as the names were
read.

Gary Warne is shown here placing the
poppies he was issued into the cross for
past commanders.

\
Earl Shultz was the last to place his After the past commander poppies are

poppies in the cross, which was quite full by placed, new ones or issued with the names
this time. of the recently deceased post members, to

be placed in the other cross.
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——= nanded out bearing the names

of all membersthat transferred

to Post Everlastingin theprior

year. Again the names are

read from the MC’s list, and

the poppies are placed into a
Both crosses after the ceremony. The left ‘white cross. After the
cross is for past Post Commanders, the ceremony IS over, families are
right for members who passed on in the last invited to come up and claim
thepoppy with their deceased’s
name on it.

This was the second year
that the post has made use of a
video camera and over-head
projector to allow the families
‘and others in the audience to
clearly see the crosses as the
poppiesare placed in them.

The memorial service,
which the Post has been
i conducting for over half a
century now, remains a proud
and distinctivepart of Sidney L
Smith, post #24.

year.

A POW/MIA table was part of the service for
the second year. The ceremony also
included a recitation of the symbolism on
the table, and a current count of US service
members listed as POW or MIA.
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Other activities have become a
standardized part of Past
Commanders Night over the years.
The Department is presented with
donations (VAVS, Popcorn fund, and
SpeCi al Olym piCS) thr Ough the Post Commander Nemmers
Department Commander. T he presented the Department with
Department Commander himself iSchecksforthevariousdonations.
given a commemor ative flag set from
thepost. The post also usesthe event
to recognize one or more members
who have provided exemplary service
to the post, as well as any s
organizationsor individualsoutsSideof secretary strom presented
the post who have contributed to the Department Commander Watts

, with a flag set on behalf of the
year’s Success. post.

Special recognition this year
was given to Vernon “Bunny”
Bunsness for his continuing o
service; organizing the Memorial RS - 4
Day programs, helping with Dale Strom e and Paula Beckler cign)
M onster Burgersevery week, and ggiile;tf:c(\)’;’l‘ti‘r’l”jvczfj (o) With an
his ongoing work organizing the
firing squad for funerals and
special events.

John Meier, manager of the
VFW canteen wherethepost meets,

was also r ecogn i1zed at Past John “Pickle” Meier was also
recognized as a friend of the post
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Commanders Night as a “Friend of
TheAmerican Legion” for hiswilling-
9 nessto help out when needed, and his
/@ effortsto make the building available
; £ : whenever the Post asked.

National Executive Commlttee

member Paul Evenson made a few After the ceremony, all of the
comments after the ceremony.  dignitariespresent wereinvited to say
Also seen in the photo are . .
Department Commander Watts & €W words, either at the podium or

taright), 2008 candidate for - from their chair. Dignitaries present
Department commander Ron

Kazmierczak (second from right), and th IS year WEr €.
PDC Gunner Baatrup nrdfromrigy ~ D€partment Commander, Garry Watts

Candidatesfor Department Commander
Ron Kazmierczak (Rapid City) and
Jim Hulls (M adison)

NEC, Paul Evenson
Assistant NEC, Larry Price
Department Adjutant, Ron Boyd

PDC Darrell Haskell also made a

short address to the crowd. Past Department Commanders Don
Also shown here are Alternate Clarke, Darrell Haskell, Walter
NEC Larry Price (far left), PDC Lindemann, Wayne 'Red' Vetter,
Baatrup, Ron Kazmierczak, and Eugene Schumacher, and Gunner
ggfttc;i(i)ond vice Tom Perrizo Baatr up
= . AreaVice Commander, Charlie Fischer
e S e

Recognition Night in Aberdeen DIS[I’ICt 14 Com mandel' y Del H |epd
i Aberdeen Mayor, Mike Levson

The March edition of the SD
Legion News published photos of
the event. Page -58-



March 17"

The 2007 Law
Enforcement Officer of the
Year and Fire Fighter/EMT
of the Year for Aberdeen
wer erecognized at thePost’s
March meeting. Family,
friends, and co-workers of
therecipientswereinvited to
The plaques presented to Mark Stoks (left), the attend the presentation, as

2007 Firefighter/EMT of the Year for Aberdeen, :
and Tom Tarnowski (right) the 2007 Law was the Aberdeen American

Enforcement Officer of the Year. Both plaques NEWS.

read “Sidney L Smith Post #24 of The To smooth the actual
American Legion is proud to honor ) ]

[name] [award] ~ Aberdeen, SD - 2007 ~» Presentation, a phOtO sesson
washeld prior tothemeeting
with the winners, their
commanding officers, and
the Post Commander and
Americanism Chair. The
regular meeting was also
suspended temporarily, right
after theopening ceremonies,

for the presentation of these

Several guest (seated at the tables to the rear
of the meeting hall) were present for the LEO gwar ds.
and FF/EMT award presentation at the March

meeting
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Stoks named
Firefighter
of the Year

By Emily Arthur-Richardt
earthur@aberdeennews.com

It took Mark Stoks just one |

mwﬁndaﬁtwnhthe
ire Depart-

was pretty much hooked.”
Four years later, the 31-
yumld Stoks is still volun-
teering his time at the
ent. He's being

e was prtsemad the award
by the Abefdeen American
Legion

He's now Ixmble for the
hor

Departmen
natod hi Jor the Mﬂm after
votmg amun‘

was basically dmcked
wid Stoks, who also works as
a fifth-grade teacher and

fpulhel’redenckArnSdiool
st sat there, and
like they w

me to say a eriech it

abo nd
b eyo! nd !I| norma] d aily
activities,” Kampa said. “He

ers, he’s helping me write
mnu and trying to get new

The 2007 Firefighter/EMT
of the Year wasM ark Stoks,
a volunteer with Aberdeen
Rural Fire Department.
Stoksis a four year veteran
of the department.

American News Photo by Dawn Dietrich-Sahli
ﬁ“‘ Mark S(oks of the Aberdeen Rural Fire Department has been named the local

u)lnz lhat bec: auu wm

it's dr nitely a  Siterent
works o n-llolmufundnu feel

do gets just as much back in
urn. He wife, in
said the station is like his

lerksmhdlhAh‘ﬁu hm
h h-benuﬂ-q’:wﬂ”dq-'h-u

“We really are like a family
h!e.elltﬂ.mlm'!im:x
ine not being a part of it.”

eporter Emily Arthur-Richardt;
Im; 622:2314 or 1-800-925-4100 ext.

Article from Aberdeen American News (April 3",
2008 page B1) on 2007 Firefighter of the Year

Mark Stoks

Firefighter Stoks addressed the meeting.

Commander Nemmers (second from right)
presents Mark Stoks (second from lefty With the
plaque for Firefighter/EMT of the year . Also
pictured are Aberdeen Rural Fire
Department chief Derwin Kampa (efty and
Post Americanism Chair Paula Beckler (right)
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The 2007 L aw Enforcement
Officer of the Year was Tom
Tarnowski, a detective with
the Aberdeen Police

 —— Department. Tarnowskiisa
PEREEE e 15 vear veteran of the police

for ce.

by feliow.
enf vorcemem omcev ov the year, visit www.aberdeennews.com

Detectlve fmds hIS calling

Tarnowski of the

- Dﬂmwe Tom ‘
Aberdeen Police

. Capt D:ve McNel]
said T

exhibited lhf mn’buu:
m.kmu him worthy of

with the Aberdeen
Police Department for
about 15 years.

To read about the I

firefighter of the !
year, check out
Thursday's

American News.

he-  put a lot into the department
over the years, and I'm really
onored

Article from Aberdeen American News (April 2nd
2008, page BL) on Officer Tarnowski.

Commander Nemmers (second from right)
presented Detective Tarnowski (center) the
plaque for being the 2007 LEO. Also
pictured are Sgt Duven (far left) and Cpt

McNeil (second from left) of the Aberdeen
Detective Tarnowski addressed the meeting Police Department, and Post Americanism

after being announced as the LEO for 2007. Officer Paula Beckler (far right)
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Also presented at the
March meeting were 60 year
membership certificates.
Several of the post members
earned thishonor, but only two
wereableto attend themeeting
and havethem presented there
Commander Nemmers presented Mibert DY the commander; Milbert
Shic'k‘with his 60 year membership Shick and Don Meyer. The
certificate. ..

other members receiving 50
and 60 year certificates had
them hand delivered if they
lived in Aberdeen, or mailed if
they wer e out of town.

Membership awards from
the Department had also
arrived, and the commander

: : passed out go-getter pins to
Don Meyer was also presented with a 60
year certificate at the March meeting. several of the members who
wer e present.

Commander Nemmers passed out Go-Getter pins to several members, including Gary Warne (eft
photo), Al Sebert (center), and Sid Beckler (right Photo)
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3x5 Card, for inside of the front cover

Charles Dale Strom
Post Historian

115 N Kline
Aberdeen SD, 57401
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